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As the greatef? and moft univerfal Mifchief Mankind fuffers 
under, is the Delufion of a falfe and unreétified Imaginas 
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to make a true Eftimate of Things, that we may become 
our own Mafters, and ufe the Faculties we are endued with, 
to the Ends and Purpofes for which they are intended. 
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"FTE peculiar Air and Style of the 
=] Sollowing Treatife, the obvious 
“tins! "2 cafy Method purfued, the 
"pi 20ld and intelligible Notions in- 

2-4) culcated, and that Spirit of Life 
4 and Vigour confpicuous through the 
Whole, muft needs recommend it to 
the Tafte of the prefent Age. 

Such Prejudices do we labour under, and fo irre- 
gular and monflrous are our Conceptions of Things, that 
but to attempt our Delivery, and fet us free from that 
flavifo Power of Cuftom and Education, wherewith 
we are fo miferably involved, merits no {mall Com- 
mendation ; Jut to clear our Aim Sight, to take ihe 
Film from our Eyes, and place us in the open Sun- 
fhine of Reafon, and true fudgment , to acquaint us 
with the Prerogative of our own Underftandings, and 
the due Liberty and Freedom of ufing them, is an 
Atchievement that exacts the bigheft Applaufe and: 
Gratitude from the better and nobler Part of Man- 
kind, 

Our excellent Author has enabled us to make a true 
Lftimate of Things, to diveft them of all thofe fereign 
and fpecious Accoutrements, with which Error and 
Miftake have cloathed them. We here fee Things in 
their own native and naked Forms, and are able to re- 
duce them to their true and intrinfick Worth and Value. 
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The greateft and moft univerfal Mifchief Mankind 
fuffers under, is the Delufion of a falfe and unretti- 
fied Imagination. This is an Error in the firft Con- 
coction, and givesa Tincture to all our Judgments, 
and a Biae to all the Actions of our Lives ; the very 
Ground and Caufe of all our Mifcarriages. We de- 

ive falfe Conceptions from our Cradles, and fuck it in 
with our Mothers Milk: Our Nurfes deftroy us 
in our very Infancy with their Tattle and Imperti- 
nence, which root themfelves fo deeply in the Fanfy, 
that we hardly ever difengage ourfelves from them 
all our Life after. Hence we contra a Habit 
of Lazinefs, and become fitly difpofed to take Things 
upon Vrutt and Reputation, to fave the Charge of a 
Aittle Examination and Study: The Spring and Rife 
of all our late Repentance and V exation. 

Now the Bufinefs of this Author is to infirud? us 
bow to become our own Mafters, and to make uje of 
the Faculties our Creator has endued us with, to 

thofe Ends and Purpofes for which they were int ended. 

The principal Subjett of the Whole is purely aif- 
putable, as being for the moft Part Matter of Opi- 
nion ; wherein it bas ever been lawful to take which 
Side we pleafe: And when be fometimes ventures upon 
Myteries of anbigher Nature, it is done with that 
Keverence and T ender net, as may render him therein, 

al leaft excufable ; and however dogmatical the Ex: 
prefion may appear, theDefign is wholly an Eifay and 
Experiment,’ mo¢ am arbitrary aud decifive Sen nLence 
int thofe Matters. 

f foatl detain ihe Reader’s Impatience no louger, 
not in the leaft doubting but bis Confent to, and Ap- 
probation of this Treatife, will bea fufficient Fufiip- 
cation of the Author, and bis Altempt. 


Retrcerd 












RELIGIO BIBLIOPOLA. 


HOU GH Trades, as well as Na- 
tions, ave Scandals faftened upon 
them’ in the Lump, yet there are 
fomé in all Profeffions to whom the 
abufive Character isnot due. Book- 

fellers in the Grofs are taken for little 
better than a Pack of Knaves and -Atheifis ; (though, 
Thanks to our few Kindred among the Stars, it is 
only by prejudiced Men ;) yet among them there 
is a Retail of Men who are no Strangers to Reli- 
gion and Honefty. I, that am one of that Calling, 
am bold to challenge the Title of 2 Chrifizan, nei- 
ther am I afhamed to expofe my Morals, 

I have no Reafon to tax my Education, or blame 
thofe who had the Care of my juvenile Years. My 
Tutors were learned and orthodox, and made it 
their Bufinefs to form my Mind, and fquare my Soul, 
by the beft Precepts and pureft Examples; yet, 
when I arrived at Years of maturer Judgment, I 
found Occafion to prune myfelf, and lop off many 
Exxcrefcencies, to wipe out the éarly Impreffions of 
my Infant Years, and unlearn the Notions I fucked 
in with my Mother’s Milk. Though there were 
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[ 2 ] 
no Legends. in the Nurfery, nor Herefes in the 
Schools where I was brought up, yet my blooming 
Fancy was fertile in Errers, and f{prouted forth in 
many /uxuriant Thoughts ; it was the Tafk of my 
riper Judgment to correct thefe, and reduce my- 
felf to the Standard of Reafon and Faith, 

Having therefore got the Weather-Gage of 
youthful Miftakes by diligent Scrutinies and proper 
Remarks, having put in the Balance and weighed 
my native Religion with all .others that are extant, 
I now make that the Object of my Choice which 
before was only the Effect of Prepoffefion, and as 
I was lifted a Soldier of Chriff in my Baptifim, fo 
now I declare myfelf a Volunteer in his Service: 
What was ‘then done without my Knowledge, | now 
ratify by my free Confent, and I refolve not to 
change my Banner as long as I live. 

It is no Soleci/m in Divinity to fay, that the 
Prince of Peace is the Lord of Hofts. The Church 
Militant is his Army, compoted of many Baéstalions, 
in different Poffs, and under various Orders. So 
long as they all ferve the great Captain of their Sal- 
vation, and practice well the Difcipline of their 
Arms, I refufe not to give the Word of Peace to . 
any, let him be of what Company or Troop foever. 
The Variety which we behold in the Univerfe is not 
its Deformity, but its Beauty. Asthe Eyeis more 
ravifoed with a Landfkip which invites it with the 
erateful Interpofitions of Hills and Vallies, Woods 
and champian Grounds, than if it were let out to 
lofe itfelfin the Uniformity of a wafte Horizon or 
empty Profpeé, fo is the truly pious Soul more 
furprifed with the Glory of the Chriftian Religion, 
when various Apprehenfions agree in the fame /ud- 
jiantial Holine{s , one Star differing from another in 
Glory, yet all fhining with a Light borrowed from 
the fame Fountain. And doubtlefs he is the Man 
who 1s moft likely to be a Member of the Church 
Tri- 
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Triumphant, who cordially embraces with the ex- 
tended Arms of Good-will, who ever are dignified 
with the Image of Piety, though not diftinguifhed 
with his own : Super (eription. 

I profefs myfelf an impartial Lover of all good 
Men, and do prefuime every Man to be good till] 
find him otherwife. I have as little Zeal about 
Things that are manifeftly indifferent, either pre 
Or con, as any Man in the World ; for it is a 
Principle [ received from my Education, that the 
real Differences of good and intelligent People are 
not fo wide as they feem, and that through Preju- 
dice and Intereft they many Times conteft about 
Words, whilft they heartily think the fame 
Thing. 

I am not fond of the Names which diftineuifh 
one Party from another in the Church. Iefteem 
not a Man the better for being regimented in this 
Communion, rather than in that ; and, for ought | 
know, in the Camp of God a Reformade may be as 
acceptable as in thofeof Men. However, a Mu- 
tineer in either, is odious; and to raife Faétions 
about Religion, is to adore Mars inftead of Chrift, 
and to commence a War for the Sake of Peace. I 
‘Cannot approve of their bitter Zea/, who, if they 
cannot call down Fire from Heaven, will kindle it 
on the arth againft all that think not as they do, 
He is anill Difputant for Chriftianity, who ufes no 
other Topicks than Gun-powder and Steel. The 
Logick of Mahomet becomes not a Difciple of Jefus ; 
and I fhould make but an hypocritical Convert, 
were I to be dragooned into Religion by the domi- 
neering Arouments of booted Apijiles. 

» RA perfwade to Conformity by Prifons and Con- 
fifcations, is, in my Apprehenfi on, fomething like 
demonftrating a Propofition in Euclid, or apologizing 
by a Beetle and Wedges ; ae I conceive they will 
equally produce thei 120 ffe cts ; whenany Mathemati- 
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cian fhall do the one, the Spiritual Court may perform 
theother. We find few edified bya Dungeon, or 
inftruéted by the fpoiling of their Goods. Force hath 
as little Power on Souls as aSurgeon’s Knife on the 
Underftanding and Affections of Men: Remedies 
muift have fome Analogy with the Sick and their 
Difeafes. It is found Reafon (which is of our Effence 
and Conftitution) with fome little Intermixtures of 
Kindnefs and Love, that muft make Men Profe- 
lytes tothe Church of Ezgland, or nothing. 

The Ufe I make of this Variety in Religions is 
far different: Truth is bomogenious, and attracts 
to itfelf all that is of its own Nature, wherefoever 
difperfed or feparated, rejecting the reft as not per- 
taining toit. Thus I, overlooking the Errors and 
Miftakes of thofe who differ from me, at the fame 
Time embrace their orthodox Tenets, and fhunning 
their Vzces, I imitate their Virtues. This is to take 
Things by the right Handle, and like the Bee to 
fuck Honey outofevery Weed. It is of the Nature 
of the Suz, who has Commerce with many Pollu- 
tions, yet remains himfelf undefiled. 

{ abhor that mercenary Courfe of joining my- 
felf with any Party of Chriftians that is uppermoft, 
to abet the prevailing Faézon, and affert the Opini- 
ons moft inFafhion. This is to be a Weathercock 
in Religion, pliable to every frefh Gale of Intereft. 
Neither,onthe other Side, do I think it good Manners 
or Prudence to affront the Religion of the State, and, 
by a faucy Impertinence, condemn thofe who wor- 
fhip Ged in the Manner prefcribed by the Laws of 
the Land. In my Travels I learned this Modera- 
tion , and he that knows not how to practice it, is not 
fit to ftir out of his Chimney Corner. Religion does 
not authorize Rudene/s, neither is Arrogance com- 
patible with Devotion. Itis difficult to find a Com- 
pany of four or five Men together, where there is 
not at leaft a Triumvirate of Religions 5 and he that 
will 
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will fet up for a Diéfator among them, fhall have 
all their Forces united againft himfelf. 

Ido not value any Man’s Religion by his ftarched 
Looks or /upercilious Gravity. I hate to put on an un- 
fociable Face, or fcrew myfelf into an ill-humoured 
Riddle. 1 do not angle for the Charaéer of a Saint, 
by magifterially declaiming againft the zznocent 
Diverfions of human Life, and ranking Things 
indifferent among the greateft Crimes. Above all, 
I cannot approve of thofe who are prone to faften 
God’s Fudgments on particular Occafions, as if they 
alone could unlock the Secrets of the Almighty, 
and were the Privy-Counfellors of Heaven. No 
Man’s Misfortune fhall efcape their Cen/fure ; but for- 
getting what our Saviour faid of thofe on whom the 
Tower of Siloam fell, they condemn all alike, and 
prefume to diftribute the Divine Fuftice by their 
own falfe Weights and Meafures. 1 am in Love 
with that Saying of Plato, There is no Envy in the 
Deity. Affuredly that Immenfe Ocean of Good- 
nefs never ceafes to fhower down his Favours and 
Bleffings on all that are capable of receiving them, 
and he is not partial to any of his Creatures. Like 
the Suz he imparts his Influence to all the World; 
and if any rejoice not in his Beams, the Cloud that 
hinders them is of their own raifing. Thofe Men 
will hardly profelyte me who drefs the Deity in a 
frightful Figure, and then would perfwade the 
World it is his effential Complexion. While they 
exclaim againft Pzétures and Images, they themfelves 
commit Idolatry: They fet up an infinite Tyrant, 
morofe, arbitary, and cruel, inftead of the Origi- 
nal, Increated Beauty and Goodnefs, worfhipping the 
Idol of their own Imagination, inftead of the indul- 
gent Father of all Things, * 

I do not take Prayer to cenfift in babbling over 
the devouteft Collec?s and Oraifons otf the Church, 
without a due Application of Spirit. This is the Sa- 
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[6] | 
crifice of Fools, without Sa/¢ or Fire, and there- 
fore muft needs be unfavoryto Ged. The bended 
Knee, fubmiffive Looks, andeven a Body proftrate 
to the Ground, unlefs accompanied with a propor- 
tionate Fervour and Humility of the Soul, are but 
Religious. Compliments, and a pious Banter. Such 
Mock-Addrefies, I doubt, are but ungracioufly 
received inthe Court of Heaven. 

An equal Diflike I have for thofe who offer up 
ftrange and unhallowed Flames, burning Incenfe, 
whofe Compofition is not warrantable; who hold 
not faft the Form of found Words, but giving the 
Reigns to their Tongue, fuffer it to commit a thou- 
fand Indecencies in the hearing of him who made 
the Ear. Thefe, aswell as the former, are guilty 
of Crimen lefe Majeftatis, while they affront Hea- 
ven with Zautologies and vain Repetitions, the one 
through Inadvertency, the other through, Prefump- 
tion ; this bringing Form without Matter, that offer- 
ing Matter without Form, and both wanting the 
Spirit and Life of fincere Devotion. Yet I nei- 
ther cenfure fuch as ufe an allowable Form, pro- 
vided it be accompanied with attentive Devotion ; 
and lefs thofe who addrefs themfelves to Heaven 
in Words of their own chufing, provided it be fea- 
foned with Difcretion, and a modeft Sobriety of 
Spirit: For when a Man fitly qualified, endowed 
with Learning, and, above all, adorned with a 
good Life, breaks out into a warm and well deli- 
vered Prayer before his Sermon, it hath the Ap- 
pearance of a divine Rapture ; he raifes and leads 
the Hearts of the Affembly in-another Man- 
ner than the moft compofed or beft ftudied Form 
of Words can ever do; and the Preachers, who 
ferve up all the Sermon with the fame Garnifhing, 
would look like fo many Statues or Men of Straw 
in the Pulpit, compared with thofe who fpeak with 
. fuch a powerful Zeal, that Men are tempted at the 
Moment 
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Moment to believe Heaven itfelf hath directed their 
Words to them. 

On the other Side, I think not ‘thet to be the 
only authentick Prayer, which is attended with fen- 
fual Raptures and melting Entertainments: This 
is but the Smoak of Paffion, and foon vanifhes ; 
a mere Vapour or Ebullition, a pleafing Warmth 
of the Imagination, and frequently the proper Re- 
fult of a fanguine Complexion. 

Prayer is the Exaltation of the Soul, the Flight of 
a fublimated Spirit, it makes Man an Angel pro 
Tempore, while his abjtratted Mind takes the Wing, 
and foars aloft, hovering on the Borders of Paradife: 
He then breathes immortal Airs, burns like a Sera- 
phim, and flames out with pure and boly Fires, 
like the moft extafied Orders of the celeftial Court. 

For my own Part, I can pray kneeling, ftanding, 
or fitting, either at my Bufinefs or at Tay Repait, 
with or without Words or Ceremonies ; and this I 
take to be the only Method of complying with Sc. 
Paul’s Counfel, when he bids us pray without ceafing. 
A fwiftand pious Ejaculation many Times does the 
Office of a Multitude of Words, tho’ the moft ap- 
pofite and elegant in human Language, fince God 
underftands the Dialef of the Heart as well as that 
of the Tongue, being the Architect of both. 

The Pofture which Pythagoras enjoined his Dif- 
ciples, when they appeared before the Gods, was not 
without a Myftery , he bid ie hold their Tongues 
reverfed, intim: ating ol reby, that they fhould eb- 
ferve a devout Silence in fuch tremendous Company, 
and utter no Wordly which were not dipt in the 
Heart. And I could wifh the Advice of Solomon, 
inftead of a Nofce Teipjum, was engraven on the 
ST Ha " our Churches :« My Son, when 
‘* thou entereft the Houfe of God, let thy Words be 
“S few, a aA, ie more ready to hear than to offer the 

“ Sacrifice of Fools.’? In all this Laim ata Devotion 
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[8 J 
that is mafculine and folid, difcreet and humble, fin- 
cere and modeft, full of primitive Reverence and 
the Fervour of the firft Ages. 

In proper fpeaking our very filent Neceffities are 
eloquent Prayers, and the Wants which are hardeft 
to be uttered, are fucha prevailing Rbetorick with 
God, as oft-times bring down fwifter Relief from 
Heaven, than our loudeft Litamies. _ Even we our- 
felves are more apt to difpofe of our Almsto a dumb 
Perfon, who, by being difabled to make hisAddrefles 
any other Ways than by mute Signs, does by that 
pathetick Kind of Complaint challenge our Charity, 
than to the common Beggars, who make a Trade 
of haranguing People out of their Money. Indeed, 
every innocent Aézion of our Lives is a Prayer; 
but the more extraordinary Performances of beroick 
Virtue pierce the Clouds, ftorm the Regions above, 
and plunder Heaven itfelf, if 1 may fo fpeak, of 
its choiceft Bleffings. 

As to publick Prayer, 1 own there is a Neceffity 
of ufing fome Forms and Ceremonies, and thofe are 
the beft which have the greateft Efficacy to excite 
and regulate our Devotion: Not too pompous. and 
theatrical, nor flovenly and mean, but fuch as be- 
come the Hou/e of God, and give it an external Beau- 
ty, not a mere Pageantry of Holine/s. 

That Cuftom of. the Greek, and other Eaffern 
Churches, to feparate the Men from the Women in 
the, publick Affembly, feems to have fomething 
of Antiquity for its Plea, though the Difufe of it 
in thefe Weftern Parts may make us think it a 
Singularity. \ envy not that Sex the Liberty of 
Worfhipping God, and being prefent at the pudlick 
Solemnities ; yet 1 grudge them a Privilege which 
is fo manifeft an Impediment to our Devotion, as 
is their prating over the P/alms, Refponfes, and 
other Portions of the Common-Prayer. 1 could ftand 
befide the faireft of that Sex in the Church unmoved 
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[9 
as Marble, their brighteft Charms ferving but ag 
Foils to fet off the incomparable’ Eminency of that 
Maefty and Glory who is adored in that Place. But 
when I hear them break the Bounds of female Mo- 
déefty, whofe greateft Ornament is Silence; when I 
hear their Tongues running over the Prayers as 
loud, if not louder than the Men, either with a 
carelefs Wantonnefs, or affected Gravity, their Eyes 
divided betwixt an amorous Glance and a devout 
Ogle; this, I muft confefs, gives. me Offence; 
it is an Obftacle to my Devotion, and makes me 
think the Grecians are not without Reafon in affign- 
ing a particular Place of the Church to the Womens 
where they can neither be feen or heard. And this 
will not feem uncourtly or auftere, if we remember 
that St. Paul himfelf has faid, I permit not’ a Wo- 
man to {peak in the Caurch.. And in another Place, 
Let Women have Power on their Heads that’ is, 
be covered or veiled becaufe of the Angels, or, as 
fome interpret it, becaufe of the young Men. 

1 wifh for a purer Reformation inthe Charch than 
we have hitherto feen ,; yet lam not for tearing up 
Chriftianity by the Roots. I could be glad to fee 
the Houfe of God purged and cleanfed, the Building 
repaired and beautified without removing it from 
the Foundations. The Office of a Bifbop and ‘a Pref- 
byter, to me, feems noother Ways differenced then 
thus ; 1 look upon a Preféyter as a Parochial Bi- 
foop, anda Bifbop as ‘a Diocefan Prefbyter, their 
Dignity equal in Quality, though notin Quaniziy, 
the one has Power of adminiftring’ the Sacraments 
as wellas the other; only for the Sake of Order and 
good Government in the Church,’ one 1s invefted 
with a Furifdidion and Superiority, of which «the 
other is as capable, if duly clected to it. 

Lenvy not the Bifbops or ruling Prefbyters their 
Temporal Honours and Riches, neither would I be 
a Leveller inthe Church of God, yet it werea de- 
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firable Thing, if there were a more equal Diftribu- 
tion of ecclefiaftical Benefices, that the pooreft 
preaching Prefbyter might have an Income that 
fhould free him from the Temptation of envying 
a Fourueyman Carier, and other inferior Trades, who 
many Timeés ean boaft of a larger Stipend than fome 
of the Minijiry. 

Pluralities and Non-Refidents were never heard 
of in the Primitive Ages, and it 1s a Shame there 
fhould be fo,many fat Parfonages, and yet fo many 
lean Parfons, \t is the Devil’s Market. -where 
Church-Livings are bought and fold, and fuch 
fpiritual Huckjers deferve to be whipt out of the 
Temple. 

I refufe net to bow at the Name of Fe/us, yet can 
give no Reafon why | fhould not as well bow atthe 
Name of Fofoua, they being both one and the fame 
in the Hebrew; and that Scripture which is made 
to countenance this Ceremony, feemsto me to fpeak 
no more, than that in the Name of Chri? all Ad- 
drefies fhould be made to God the Father; for if 
it were to be literally taken, why do they who fo 
receive it bow the Head inftead of the Kuee?. Be- 
fides, I fee no Reafon why I fhould not alfo bow 
at the Nameof Mefias, Chrift, Emanuel, fince the 
Redeemer of the World is called by allthefe Names ? 
Nay,. why. fhould not 1 pay the:fame Reverence 
to all the Nemes of God in all Languages, -efpe- 
cially to that tremendous Name Yebovab, which the 
Fews think it unlawful to utter, It is true indeed, 
ican comply with the Cuftom of the Church in 2 
Thing not directly oppofite to. any pofitive ‘Com- 
mand, but I proteft at the fame Time my Withes 
are, that a Cultom acknowledged to be indifferent, 
even by thofe who moft zealoufly plead for its Prac- 
tice, were rather difufed then impofed on “Mien of 
tender Confciences, {ince it. gives fo much Scandal, 
and has no atberity but that of Tradition to back it. 
lam 
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I am naturally a Lover of Muj/ick, and. believe it 
has an. Efficacy in compofing or ruffling the Spi- 
rits, according, to. the various Kinds of it; but J 
find its. moft immediate Operation.is. onthe Fancy 
and fenfual Affections, not on the. fuperior Facul- 
ties of the Soul ;.and therefore Lfeeino Ufe of it in 
the Church, where we come.not.to pay Homage to 
God in the Strength,-ef an ‘exalted, dmagination, or 
to prefent him with the Firf-Fruits of our Paffionss 
though. never, fo refined, but.to,offer up ourfelves 
a living Sacrifice; which is our rational: Service, fince 
God. is.to be worfhipped: in Spirit and Truth, and 
not with airy. Noféous,.andcarnal Raptures. 
Though the Ear is a Member confecrated to the 
Service of Religion, fince Faith:comes by hearing, 
yet: I cannot. obferve that my Faith is at any Time 
encreafed -by. the moft harmonious Leffons onthe 
Organ, or other Inftruments of, Mu/fick uted in Di- 
vine, Service. “Neither do I admire -at the Country- 
man’s Freak, who, the firft' Time he had ever 
been in a Cathedral, hearing the Organ ftrike up, 
fell, a dancing, as though he had been in a Adu/ick- 
Houfe. Loipeak freely, J know not why’ we may 
not. praife God as acceptably in a Dance as with Mau- 
fick, fince the Jews, from whom, we borrow ous 
Arguments for the latter, did:as ufually practife the 
former ; there being but little Ufe of the one with- 
out the other. To me a Chapter inthe Bid/e is the 
beft .Mufick in the World, and.no Melody like that 
of.a good Sermon, where the Preacher, like a fkil- 
ful Artift, reconciles the Difcords of the Law and 
the Go/pel and, between the,Emblems and Types 
of the one, and the fubftantial Zruths and Myfteries 
of the other, ftrikes up fuch a grateful Harmony 
as far exceeds the beft Concert inthe World, though 
it. were, as charming as Nebuchaduezzar’s, and made 
up of the whole Family of Mujick: 
C2 Sa 
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So I am’‘a great Admirer of good Painting and 
Sculpture, yet can never find them Helps, but Hin- 
derances tomy Devotion ; fine it’ is impoffible for 
the greateft’ Mafter that ever profeffed thofe Arts, 
to’ draw or ‘Carve to the Life what was never ‘ex- 
pofed to any ofvhis Senfes, orto contrive a Figure 
of ‘that: which has no Refemblance, the invifbie 
Divinity. Indeed a Man’s own Fancy in fuch a 
Cafe is the beft Painter ; and if it be lawful to make 
Ufe of any Pigtures'or Images, it 18 of fuch as our 
own Imagination frames. Yet this is the Way to 
become: Anthropomorphites, and worfhip God under 
the Similitude: of a-Man, or to: follow’ the Pagan 
Vanities, ‘and adore’ him under the Likenefs of a 
Reaft, or fome other fenfible Figure; fince-all the 
Ideas of that mimick Faculty are but the Tranfcripts 
of external Objects ; Ariffotle’s Maxim being truer 
ofthis than of the Jutellec?, that there is nothing 
ind ait which ‘was <not firft in the Senfe. ~The only 
Way to have atrue [dea of God is to fupprefs the 
Operations of this bufy Faculty, and by withdraw- 
ing into the:moft inward Recels ‘of thé Mind, there, 
as in a Mirror, to’ contemplate that infinite Effence, 
who is hid behind himielf, if Pmay to fpeak, and 
cannot be difcovered but by his Back-parts. 

It is with Pleafure that L behold him in his Rays, 
which fhine in all his Works, and he has caf’ his 
Shadow throughout the Universe; but 1 fhould “be 
opprefied with-G/ory were I capableof fixing my 
Kyes on that 4dy/s of Splendors, before which the 
noft illuftrious Spirits in Heaven cover their Faces, 
as if they were afhamed of their-comparative Im- 
perfections, and were'not able to behold that ori- 
ginal and uncreatedsPurity without a Blufh. 

[have no Ambition to become an agile in Divi- 
nity, neither do I emulate the towering Flights of 
s pretend to.extraordinary Revelations , I had 
yather wall under the. Piazzas. of God's Church, 
than 
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than onthe Battlements of the Devil’s Chappel, left 
my Head fhould grow giddy with Eathufia/ms, 
and I be blown off from thefe Heights and Pin- 
nacles with fome Wind of. vain Doétrine. That 
‘Father of the rian Herefy was an Icarus in Reli- 
gion, he had lofty Thoughts. and foaring Spectila- 
tions ; but he flew without a Guide, he forfook the 
Path of his Mother the Church, his Wings melted, 
and he had a terrible Fal/, which at once bereft 
him of his Life, and, «it is to be feared, of his 
Salvation. | 

I take great Pleafure fometimes to find myfelf 
entangled in Difficulties and Dangers, out of which 
J have no Skill to extricate myfelf. I never think 
myfelf fafer than in fuch a Ladyrinth of thwarting 
Events, as no Clue of my own Reafon or Expe- 
rience can lead me out : It is then I can be chearful 
and triumph, knowing my Deliverance is near at 
Hand ; and herein lies the Quinteffence of my Com- 
fort, that I am thus particularly and demonttratively 
affured of the divine Favour and Proteétion, fince 
nothing below a Miracle of Providence could untie 
fo Knotty a Juncture of Misfortunes. 

Were all the Paffages of my Life publifhed, it 
would be taken for more than a Romance, it is fo 
full. of Adventures, which furpafs the Stories. of 
Giants, Monfters, enchanted Caftles, and the whole 
Syftem of Kuight-Errantry ; fuch ftrange and un- 
expected Efcapes as I have made from the very 
Jaws of Death, exceed the Fables of Poets ; and 
had I no other Reafon but the Remembrance of my 
own Perils and Delverances, it were more than 
enough to convince me of. an unerring Eye that 
watches over Mankind. This makes me. chearful 
and eafy in all human Circumftances,: and re- 
conciles me to the Steicks. .1 look on all Things 
to be governed by a fixed Law and eternal 
Deftiny, and therefore could quigtly fit down with 
George 
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George Withers, and fay, Nec habeo, neccareo,neccuro. 
1 confider myfelf asa Part of the Univerfe, and 
therefore am never troubled at any Thing which 
happens to, me, fince it comes not, to pais without 
the Knowledge and,,Will of him» who, in all his 
Difpenfations, has Regard to the Good of the W bale, 

from which I am not excluded as. a.Member, and 
therefore. muft needs. participate. of the common 
Benefit, even when |, think I fuffer Damage. Lam 
not peevith at aCalumny, nor wafpith at a Lofs. 
When any one does me an Injury, I take a fingular 
Pleafure in forgiving him. There is fuch a noble 
Pride attends this. generous Conqueft of an Enemy, 
as far furpaffes the. celebrated Sweetnefs of Revenge. 

I hate to. gratify my. Paffox the common Way, and 
becaufe he has aéted.the Part of an ill Man, I mutt 
do fo tod, or worfe, by giving, Scope to my Rage, 
and. executing the ..fevereft. Dictates of my. Fury. 

He is but a Tinker in Morality, who, to.repair one 
Breach, makes another, and perhaps. wider, than 
the firft. Befides, it is the moft profitable Kindjof 
Revenge, when I turn a Wrong to an, Advantage by 
cancelling it, fince thereby I make aPriend.of an 
Enemy, and if he has but the leat Spark. of Grati- 
tude and Virtue, my Benignity makes him not only 
blufh at his Offence, but puts him, upon fome inge- 
nhuous Study how to make me Amends. 

Flath any wrong’ d thee, fays* Quarles, be bravely 
qevonges 5 flieht it, and the Work, is begun; for- 

ve it, anti it is Gifted: He. is below. bimfelf that 
is aid above an Injury. 

If thy Brother hath. privately. offended thee, re- 
prove him privately, and having, loft himfelf, in 
an Injury, thou fhalt-find him: in thy Forgivenefs. 
Fle that rebukes a private Fault openly, fordidly ,be- 
trays it vather than reprovesit. ‘The true Way-to 


* See his Enchiridion, 
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advance another’s Virtue is to follow it, and the 
beft Means to cry down another’s Vice is to decline 
It. 

Have any wounded thee with Slanders ? meet them 
with Patience ; hafty Words rankle the Wound, 
foft Language dreffes it, Forgivenefs cures it, Ob- 
livion takes away the Scar, It is more noble by 
Silence to cover an Injury, than by Argument to 
overcome or fpread it. But in’ all Cafes of this Na- 
ture change Conditions with thy Brother ; then afk 
thy Confcience what thou wouldeft be done to ; be- 
ing refolved, exchange again, and do thou the like 
to him, and'thy Chriftianity fhall never err. 

I efteem it one of the moft fubftantial Exercifes 
of Religion, to fubdue our Paffions ; and becaufe 
Anger isthe moft violent and precipitate, 1 ufe my 
moft ftrenuous Endeavours to ftifle this in its Em- 
brio: Other Paffions take a gradual Rife, and inf- 
nuate by Steps, but Wrath, like Gun-powder, takes 
Fire all at once, and blows .a Man up. before he 
can look about him. Therefore I have by long 
and affiduous Practice laboured to get the Victory 
of this turbulent Affection ; and I count it the 
Mafterpiece of human Wit to be above all Prove- 
cation. I could long ago ftop my Hand in the 
Midft of its Career, when ‘aimed at a faulty Ser- 
vant, or {currilous Companion, but now I can bri- 
dle the Nerves which would have ftretched it forth, 
and cur® the officious Spirits. which were fo-ready 
to fally forth on fuch an Occafion. I fcorn to fuffer 
my Tongue tobe my Hand’s Deputy, and to lavifh 
out in unfeemly Expreffions, as if the Height of 
Man’s Wit and Valour Jay in abiting Repartee. 
Nay, 1 will not permit fo much as my Cheek to 
change Colour, my Lye to fparkle, or any other 
Part of my Face to receive the leaft Impreffion of 
my Refentments, whereby it may be perceived that 
Pam not infenfible of an Afront, nor void of due 
Reflection 
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Reflection-on it, All that I aim at, isto comply 
with the Apoftle’s Advice, To be angry. and not to 
fin. , 
I have no pannick Fears of Death upon me, 
neither am I follicitous how or when I {hall make 
my Exit from the Stage of this Life. Much lefs 
do I trouble myfelf about the Manner of my Burial, 
or to which of the Elements 1 fhall commit. my 
Carcafe. L-envy not the Funeral State of Great 
Men, neither do I covet the Embalming of the 
Egyptians. 1 wonder at the Fancy of thofe who de- 
fire to be imprifoned in: leaden Coffins till the Refur- 
rection, and to protract the Corruption of their Fleth, 
out of which they fhall be generated de Novo; as 
if they dreamt of rifing whole as they lay down, and 
carrying Flefh and Blood into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
without a Change. 

For my Part I admire the Indian Obfequies, and 
were it not againft the long eitablifhed Cuftom of 
my Country, would fooner bequeath my Body to 
the Fire, than be inbumed, that fo I might’ be 
fooner refolved into the. Elements vf which I was 
firft compounded. 

Yet inftead of that nearer Way to Diffolution, I 
can be contented to undergo the tedious Converfa- 
tion of Worms and Serpents, thofe greedy Tenants 
of the Grave, who will never be fatisfied, till they 
have eat up the Ground- Landlord. 

I donot puzzle myfelf with projecting how my 
feattered Afbes. fhall be colle€ted together, neither 
do I for that, Reafon, take Care for an. Urz to en- 
clofe them. am fatisfied, that at the laft Trumpet 
I fhall rife with the fame Indiwidual Body, 1 now 
carry about me, though there may not then be one 
of the fame individual Atoms to make it up, 
which are its prefent Ingredients. For neither are 
they the fame now as they were twenty Years: ago. 
Yet I may. be properly faid to have the fame Judi- 
vidual 








Peg] 
vidual Body at this Hour, which my Mother 
brought forth into the World, though it is manifeft, 
that there is fo vaft an 4ccejfion of other Particles 
fince that Time, as are enow to make Zen {uch 
Bodies as {had then. Which implies fuch a per- 
petual Flux of the former, as it would bea Soleci/in 
in Philofopby, to think I have one of my Infant 
fitoms now left about me. Ifafter all this, I may 
be ftill faid to have the fame Individual Body | 
had then, though there be not one of the fame Jn- 
dividual Atoms \eft in its Compofition, why may we 
not affert the fame of the Bodies we fhall have after 
the Refurrection? Matter is one and the fame in all 
Bodies, the Individuation of it, the Meum and 
Tuum, proceeds only from the Infinitely different 
Forms which actuate it. Thus when my Soul 
at the Refurreétion, either by its own <Lvergy, 
or by the Power of God, and Affiftance of Angels, 
fhall be reinvefted with a Body, it is proper to fay, it 
will be the fame Judividual Body I have now, 
though made up of Atoms, which never before 
were Ingredients of my Compofitien ; fince not the 
Matter, but the Form gives a Title to Individuation, 

I am the more willing to believe this will be the 

Mannerof our Refurreétion , becaufe I think it not 
decorous to put the Angels on the Drudgery of 
Scavengers, as if it fhould at that Day be their Em- 
ployment to fweép the Graves and Charnel-houfes, 
to fift the Elements, and rake in all the Receptzcles 
of the Dead, for Mens divided Dut. Not that I 
think it impoffible for God, even this way, to ac- 

complith the Re/urreétion of the Dead ; though the 

Bodies of all Mankind were crumbled into Daf, 
and that Duft fcattered before the Wud, or at- 

tenuated into Air ; or though thofe Bodies were eaten 

by the Beafts of the Earth, or the Fifh of the Sea, 
and thofe Beafts and Fifth eaten again by Men, 

Though they fhould undergo all thefe Changes 

and Trantmigrations, yet were they ftill in the great 

: Repofitory 
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Repofitory of God. The whole World in this Senle 
being but as one great Store-houfe, and all the Ele- 
ments si many Cel/s therein, fo that wherefoever 
we fhall be laidup, whether in the Bellies of Fah, 


the Entrails of Beaffs, or by various Alterations be- 
come the Food of Men, yet the Great Architeé of 


all Things knows where to find our fcattered Rem- 
nants. But why fhould we engage Him in fo in- 
finitea Task, when the Work may as well be done 
a nearer way? And put him to the Expence of 
multiplying Miracles, when fewer will ferve the 
Turn ? Whenthe Grand Alarm is given, Hecan 
foon fit our Souls with proper Matter for their fu- 
ture Bodies, out of the Elements, as well as out of 
their own Antiquated Embers. The Fewifh Rabbies 
feem to deny the gathering together our difperfed 
LAfhes, and affign ‘the Trouble to a certain fmall 
Bone in every Man’s Back, which they fay, never 
fuffers any Putrefatiton, but remaining to the laft 
Day in its Primitive Confiftency, impaflable and 
incorruptible, is then impregnated by a Dew from 
Heaven, hish diffufing its Virtue, like a Ferment, 





not only ‘animates and quickens ‘this Seminal Bone, 
but alfo attracts all the toms, which formerly con- 
ftituted the Body, though ditperfed in the remoteft 


Cérners, and moft hidden Receffes of the Univerfe, 
marthallineg themin the fame Order as they had 
before their D oh and fo in a Moment re- 
covering the Boa iy to its Primitive State. But thefe 
are grois Conceits for Chriftians, who believe, that 
our Bodies fall, ,inthat great and Final Change, be- 
come Spiritual and Immortal, being for , ever di- 
vetted of all the peculiar Circumftances of Flefh and 
Blood. 

Let the Manner be how it will pleafe God, Lam 
ravifhed to think what a bright and ferene Morning 
the Refurretiion will prove after the long Night of 
Death, and the languifbing Stumbers of the Grave ! 
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How vigorous and active we fhall rife from our 
Beds of Darkne/s, how chearfull and blithe from the 
melancholy Regions of Horror and Silence! more 
iprightly th than Youth; ftronger than Lyons; fwift- 
er than Eagles! F ull of Licht full of Joy, we 
fhall foar aloft, and, like well-n noua Travellers, 
polt it away through the dalmy Air, and liquid 
Skies, till we arrive at the Place of admitable 
Manfions, and be welcomed to the Hou/e of God. 

I dare not, withfome of the eewi/b Rabdies, fay, 
that all fhall not rife at the great Day 3; much leis 
will I prefume, with others, to particularize fo far as 
to exclude all thofe who perifhed i in Noab’s Flood 5 
or with a third Sort, to confine the Re efurreltion to 
the Children of Ifraél; as if we, that are of the 
Gentiles, were not capable of it as well as they. 
But above all, I reject the Cenfure of the Zai- 
mudifis, who fay, that neither Bilba the Concu- 
bine of Facob, thatlay with Reuben , nor Doeg, 
that caufed Saul to kill se all and the Priefts 
nor Gebazzi, the Ser vat f Elijab the Prophee; 
nor Achitophel, David's Prime Minifter of State, 
fhall rife from the Dead: The efe are the M 
moirs of Hebrew Sy Hai ; invidious Remarks, 
the AP dsr Herefy of that over-weening Nation. 

Yet [am more {fcandalized at fome Chriftians, 
who will not allow Salvation toany Man thar j is NOL 
within the vifible Pale of their Church, as if the 
Eternal Suz of Juftice were eclipfed to all that are 
out of their narrow Horizon. Surely He en- 
lichtens every Man that comes into this Wor/d, and 
his Rays are not confined to Co unt ies OF Parties. 
He fhines univerfally, and no Man can trace him 
inthe Zodiac of his Mercy. 

I dare not, it is true, with Juftin Martyr, ca- 
nonize the Philofophers, and pl ace Socrates and 
flergchius' in Heaven 3 neither am I fure, that /4riffo- 
tle, by his learned Treatifes of Heaven, his ob- 
Di tained 
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[ 20 ] 
tained aneInheritance there himfelf. It is too of 
ficious a Regard, and too bold a Charity, thus 
happily to difpofe of particular Men. On the 
other Side, I dread to pafs the Sentence of Damna- - 
tion on all the antient Pagans, and to aver, that 
none were faved that died before the fifteenth Year 
of Tiberius. Thoughthe mere Light of Natural 
Rea fon, was not fufficient to conduct them, nor all 
their Morality, enough to entitle them to Supreme 
Felicity, yet 1 cannot be perfuaded that Infinite 
Goodnefs would doom the virtuous Gentiles to the 
Abyfs of Mifery. Neither can any Man’ demon- 
ftrate, that Chri? was not the Light of the Gentiles 
before his Incarnation, as wellas after: And fince 
Abrabam faw his Day and was glad, how do we 
know, but that Plato, Solon, Lycurgus, Pythagoras, 
Cyrus, and other wife Lawgivers, Philofophers, and 
Kings, Men renowned for their Prudence, Tem- 
per ances Fortitude, Chaltity, Liberality, and the 
like Virtues, might not alfo be favoured with a 
Glimpfe of the Mefias, the Defire of all Nations, 
before he appeared inthe Flefh. Though we have 
no Records in Scripture of Hermes Trifmegiftus, Zo- 
yoafter, Phocilides, Homer, TIheognes, Epiétetus, 
Thefeus and Hercules 5 yet we cannot be affured, but 
that they had Faith, and expected the Redeemer to 
come, as well as Fob, who wasnot of the Holy Line, . 
but a Branch of the Gentiles. 

When I confider what Pains fome of the wifer 
Heathens have taken to find out the Truth. when 
I contemplate a Pythagoras, travelling through 
Afia, and particularly converfant in Paleftine , an 
Empedocles, journeying into Africk, to learn the 
Wifdom of the Aigyptians; an Alexander the 
Great, falling at the Feet of the HebrewHigh-Pri¢ft, 
Tcannot think the Heathen World fv ignorant 
of the true Keligion, as is commonly imagined. 
They hada Ba/aan to inftru& them, the Syéils to 
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[ 21 ] 
guide them to the Knowledge of a future Alefias, 
and for ought I know, fome of them might have 
the Scriptures of the Old Teftament too, or at leaft 
a good part of them, even before that celebrated 
Tranflation of the Septuagint was extant ; fince it 
was eafy for thofe Gentiles who had Commerce with 
the ews, to procure Copies of their Law, efpecially 
when they were made Captives in Media, Affyria, 
Zi gypt and Babylon. 

An Efther lyingin the Bofom of Abafucrus, a 
Daniel fitting at the Right-hand of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Belfhazzer, and Darius, had fair Opportuni- 
ties of inftructing, thofe Heathen Monarchs in the 
Myfteries of the’ Mofaic Law, and furely Holy 
Perfons would never neglect fo noble a: Work as 
profelyting the Kings and Princes of the Gentiles 
to God, 

In the Days of Solomon, the Fame of the Few- 
ifh Nation had reached the utmott Parts of the Earth, 
Kings came from far, and Queens from the remoteft 
Borders of the Continent, to be the Difciples of that 
Royal Philofopber, and Spectators of the Hebrew 
Grandeur- How could then the Dzvine Oracles 
be hid fromthe Gentiles, or the Sacred Tradition 
of Sdilob to come, not be delivered to the inquifi-. 
tive Nations of the Earth! Without doubt, the Baf 
faw the dawning of the Star of Facob, and. the 
South could calculate his Meridiau, even before he 
rofe. Neither were the North and Wef without 
fome Glimmerings of his Appearance, 

The Wife Men that came to adore him at Betd- 
lebem, performed but the Wifhes of their Fathers, 
and the Eunuch of Queen Candaces made no Scruple 
to become a Chriftian, when Philip had convinced 
him that He, of whom the Prophets had fo long 
foretold, was now comein the File, Surely. he 
was the defired of Nations, the Hope of the Geniiles, 
as well as the Glory of his People [/rael, Therefore 
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[ 22 ] 
Tcannotsnumber it among the Commendations. of 
Chriftianity, that: a great Part of thofe who profefs 
that Name, are fo prefumptuouily uncharitable, as 
to damn all that were not of the Seed of Abraham 
before Céri/t came in the Flefh, as if Salvation were 
entailed on one Family, and no Man could go to 
Heaven that was not circumeifed, 

Much rather had I believe, that in the very In- 
ftant of Death, God revealed the My/tery of Redemp- 
tion to many innocent and virtuous Perfons among 
the Gentiles, and infufed a faving Faith in Chrift in- 
to their Souls, at the very Moment that their Sences 
were forfaking their Bodies. Supplying their Want : 
of Scripture or Tradition, with the Infpiration of 
his Holy Spirit, when they were taking the laft gafp 
and breathing out their owz. 

Or if this be not thought fufficient, I will believe, 
That when Crit defcended into Hel/, he preached 
the Go/pel to the Spirits which were there in Prifon, 
not only thofe who were difobedient in the Days of 
Noah, but all fuch of the Race of Noah, as by 
compleating the Meafure of their Sins, had funk 
themfelves into that fatal Place whether . they were 
ews or Heathens ; and I cannot underftand thofe 
Texts of Scripture which mention his fpoiling of 
fell, and leading Captivity Captive, if they may 
not be applied to his Zriumphant Deliverance of 
fome of thofe Sou/s which were fhut up in the Jnfer- 


nal Caverns.. Neither do I perceive any Here/y in 


believing, there might be fome virtuous Heathens in 
the Retinue hecarried with him from thence to Hea- 
ven, as well as fome of the Sons of J/raed. How- 
ever, leaving the Manner of their Salvation to God, 
f will conclude, That it is unreafonable, uncharita- 
ble, and has too much of the fezw in it, to pafs the 
Sentence of Damnation on all the Gentiles, fince 
the Holy Ghoft has affured us, That God is no Re- 
{pecter 
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fpecter of Perfons; but he that in every Nation fears 
and works Righteoufne “fs, is accepted of Him. 

Befides, fiethinks, if Matters were brought to the 
fevereft Balance, it would not appear heterodox 
to fay, that as all Men finned in 4dam, without their 
own Perfonal Knowledge or Confent, fo fome 
might be faved in Cdrif, even without a Particular 
and Perfonal Belief in Him, of whom perhaps they 
never fo much as heard. 

Some Grains of Allowance may be given to the 
involuntary frailties of Humane Nature, fome In- 
dulgence granted to the invincible Ignorance of a 
creat Part of 4dam’s Pofterity, who, if they knew 
not the High-way to Heaven, which was revealed to 
their Brethren the ews and Chriffians, might yet 
be conducted thither by fome By-Path, fince it is 
too narrow a Conceit of God’s Mercy to think, that 
becaufe he had chiefly manifefted it in the Royal 
Road of the Law and the Go/pel, therefore he 
could never go out of the beaten Track. This 
were to retrench the Divine Prerogative, and to tie 
him up to limited Conditions, whofe Ways are in 
the great Deep, and whofe Foot-fteps no Created 
Being can trace, 

‘The Satisfaétion I have of the Souls Immortality, 
if it amounts not to a Demonftration, may yet’ be 
numbred among thofe Proleptic Ideas that need 
none, as being felf-evident. It is a Parallel with 
firft Principles, and has equal Force on my Under- 
ftanding ; for | am not more convinced, That one 
and two make three, than that the Soul es Man. is 
immortal. So that I. make it not fo much an /r- 
ticle of my Faith, as a Propofition of my Kea/on, 
and a Conclufion of Science. Yet I donot always 
go fo far round about, as by a long Train of Lo- 
sical Deductions and Inferences, to difpute myfelf 
nto the Remembrance of my Immortality. -This 

ed were neceflary to perfwade another; but I 
have 
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have anearer Method to comfort myfelf with the 
Demonftration of this Nodle Truth, while it be- 
comes an Object of PY very Senfe, and I can feel 
that Immortality in myfelf, which my Reafon tells 
me another is poffefied of as well as I, This is 
eafier to be experienced, than uttered in Words; it 
isan 4ré not to be acquired without affiduous "Re- 
freftion, and ftrict Animadverfien on our own 
Thoughts. But the Fatigue is more than recom- 
penced with the ineffable P Wie that attends it ; 
for when ay a long, and often repeated Practice, a 
Man has found the Way to |! cep clofe Pace with his 
own Jntelle in allits Flights, and abftrated Starts 
from the Body, when he can ftand on the Brink of 
the Immaterial World, and perceive what is before 
him, perceiving alfo that he perceives it, then it 


~ a8 he enjoys Heaven by Anticipation, and foreftalls 


his Future Beatitude, by tafting Immorialit at pre- 
fent. He is rifen from the De ad, before he dies ; 
and lives an Eternity of Ages in a Momen Nei- 
ther is this a fleeping Chimera, or a waking Dream, 
but a real Truth, a Truth eafier to be practifed 
than exprefled. 

It was but a drowfy Conceit in thofe Fathers, 
who fancied the Soul fhould fleep in the Grave ull 
the Refurreéiton of the Body. Had they well 
traced the Nature of a Spirit from its firft Princi- 
ples, they would not have provided a Dormitory for 
that Being which would ceafe to Je, fhould it ceafe 
to aii, fince its very Effence implies a Contradiction 

to Ref. Icould as eafily, and with equal Reafon, 
believe it will be annibilated at its Separation from 
the Body, or at leaft, that it fhould be metamorphofed 
into fomething elfe ; fince, if it continue the fame 
it was before the Diffolution of the Body, it mutt 
continue to think, it being indeed nothing elfe but 
a pure si tat and how a Thought can take a 
Nap ap, is beyondthe Verge of my-Philafephy to ap- 
prehend ; 
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prehend; neither do I know of any thing in Divi- 
wity that feems to countenance fo dull a Theorem. 
As for thofe Texts of Scripture, which feem to 
adumbrate the fupreme Felicity of the Saints, by 
the Notion of Ref, I do not think they mean a 
Ceffation of the Soul’s natural Energy; for how 
could it then be capable of that Seraphick Love, and 
Foy in the Beatifick Vifion, which is the chief. En- 
tertainment of the Bleffied in Heaven 2 It feems ra- ° 
ther to intimate the Soul's E/capeand Deliverance 
from the Troubles and Inquietudes of this Mortal 
Life, which may very well be called a Ref, and 
yet be confiftent.withan 4fivity, far furpaffing that 
which it was endued with inthe flefo. The Scrip- 
ture cloathes many abftrufe My/leries in familiar 
Dreffes, the better to accommodate them to the 
Conceptions of vulgar and ignorant People, who 
make up far the greateit Part of Mazkind, and we 
muft not expect the rigid Definitions of Ariftotle 
from the Sacred Pen-Men. But when we come 
fcientifically, and according to the Method of the 
Schools, .to treat of the Nateres‘of Things, we 
ought to fit them with proper and _ intelligible 
Terms, and purfue their E/eaces -by .a continued 
Progrefs, not by wild Fits and Starts. 

Ihave but fmall Acquaintance with the future 
State ; but this I am fure of, there will be no Change, 
that will be fo furprifing to me as that dy Death. 
It is a Thing, of which I know but little, and 
none of the Millions of Souls that» have paft into 
the iavifible World, have come again to tell me 
how it is, 
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It muft be done, (my Soul) but *tis a firange, 
A Dismal aud Myfterious Change ; 
When thoufoalt leave this ‘Venement of Clay, 
And to an unknown Somewhere wing away ; 
When Time foall be Eternity, and thou (not how. 
Shalt be thou know’ ft not what, and live thou know ft 


If, 


Amazing State! no Wonder that we dread 
To think of Death, or view the Dead ; 
Thou'rt all wrapt up in Clouds, as if to Thee 
Our very Knowledge bad Antipathy ; 
Death could: not a more fad Retinue find, 
Sicknefs azd Pain before, and Darknefs a/? behind. 


Ill. 


Some courteous Ghoft tell this great Secrecy, 

What tis you are, and we mujft be. 

You warnus of approaching Death, and why 

May we not know from you what *tis to Die? 

- But you who've thot the Gulph, delight to fee 
Succeeding Souls plunge in with like Uncertainty. 


BV 


When Life’s clofe Knot, by Writ from Deftiny, 
Difeafe fhall cut, or Age unty. ; . 
When after fome Delays, fome dying Strife, 
The Soul ftands fhivering on the Ridge of Life ; 
With what a dreadful Curiofity 
Does fhe launch out inte the See of vaft Eternity. 


v. 
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V. 


So when the {pacious Globe was delug’d o’re, 
Anda \ower Holds could fave no more, 
On th’ utmott Bough i aftonifh’d Sinners ftood, 
And view'd th’ Advances of th’ encroaching Flood, 
O’re-topp’d at length by th’ Elements encreafe, 
With Horror they refign’d to the untry’d Abyfs. 
Norris. 

Tt is very defirable, to know in what Condition 
our Souls will be ‘when they leave the Body, and 
what is the Nature of that Abode into which we 
muft go, but which we never faw into; and 
through what Regions we muft then take our 
Flight, and after what Manner this will be done. 
Yt is certain my Soul will then preferve the Facul- 
ties that are Natural: to it, viz. To underfiand, to 
will, to remember, as it is reprefented to us, under 
the Parable of Dives and Lazarus : But alas! we 
little know how the People of the-di/embodied So- 
cleties act, and will; and underftand, and commu- 
nicate their Thoughts to one another, and there- 
fore I long’ to know it. “What Conception can | 
have of a feparated Soul, (fays a late Writer) but 
that It is all Thought ? 

I firmly think, when a Mans Body is taken from 
him by Death, he is turned into all Thought and 
Spirit. Tow great will be its Thought, when it is 
without any Hindrance from thefe material Organs, 
that now obftruct its Operations 2? In that E¢ernity 
(as one expreffes it) the whole Power of the Soul 
runs together one and the fame way. - In Eternity, 
the Soul is united in its Motions 5 which way one 
Faculty goes, all:go, and the Thoughts are all con- 
centred asin one whole Thought * of Joy or Vor- 
ment. | 

* Beverley’s great Soul of Man. pag. 252. 
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Thefe Things have occafioned great Variety of 
f boughts in me, and my Soul, when it looks towards 
the other World, and thinks itfelf near, it can no 
more ceafe to be inquifitive about it, than it can 
ceafe to be a Soul. 

I am not, at all edified in the Notion of the 
Bleffed Trinity, by the Sight of a Triangle; neither 
can the whole Sy/ffem of the Mathématicks improve 
my Knowledge in this Point of Divinity. The 
three diftinét Faculties of a Humane Soul, are far 
from illuftrating to me the Three Perfons in One 
Effence, fince there is a Subordination in the Former, 
wicreas there is’ an Equality in the Latter. Such 
Similitudes and Comparifors feem ‘not to me a Sée- 
nography, or fhort Characters, but a falfe Spelling 
in Divinity. find though to wifer Reafons, and 
more aéfive Beliefs, they may ferve as Luminaries 
in the Abyfs of Knowledge ; yet my Heavy Fudg- 
ment will never be able to mount on fuch weak and 
brittle Scales and Roundels, to the lofty -Pinacles 
of true Theology. All the Force of Rhetorical Wit, 
has not Edge enough to diffect fo tough a Subject, 
wherein the little obfcure Ghmmerings we gain of 
that inaccefidble Light, come not to us in diree 
Beams, but by the faint Reflections of a Negative 
Knowledge. And wecan better apprehend what st 
is not, than what it is. In the Difquifition of his 
Works, J own, that thofe highly magnify Him, 
whofe judicious, Enquiry into his Aés, and deliberate 
Refearch into his Creatures, return the Homage of 
a devout and learned Parapbrafe. But in the 
Contemplation of that Ezernal Effence, to which no 
created Thought can be adequate, I will humbly 
fit down, and filently admire that, which neither 
the Heart can conceive, nor the Tongue or Pen ot 
Men or Angels can declare as they ought, and as 
if 1S. 
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I do not affect Khodomontadoes in Religion, nor 
boafting of the Strength of my Faith: 1 do not 
covet Temptations, nor court Dangers: Yet I 
can exercife my Belief in the moft dificult Point, 
when called to it; and walk ftedfaft and upright in 
Faith, without the Crutch of a vifible Miracle; I 
can firmly believe in Chri/f, without going in Pil- 
grimage to his Sepulchre , neither need I the Con- 
jirmation that was vouchfafed to St. Thomas, that 
Proverb of Unbelief. THowever, I do no not blefs 
myfelf, nor efteem my Faith the better ; becaufe 
I lived not in the Days of Miracles, nor ever faw 
Chrifi, or any of his Difciples : Or becaufe IJ was 
not one of his Patients, on whom he wrought his 
Wonders. Both their Faith and mine were infufed 
by the Miniitration of the Senfes, And as they 
believed, becaufe they /aw ; fo I believe, becaufe I 
bear, undeniable Witneffes give Teftimony, of the 
fame Matter of Fad. Nor do I efteem their 
Faith the more Extraordinary, who lived before 
his Coming ; fince they raifed not a Belief of the 
future Meffias, but on clear Prophefies, and moft 
fignificant Types, being affured by the conftant 
Stream of Tradition, from Father to Son, that 
what God had predetermined, and foretold to Adam 
in Paradife, to Abraham, to Facob, and the Pro- 
phets, fhould intallibly be accomplifhed in the Ful- 
nefs of Time. And,I cannot fee wherein their 
Faith had the Advantage of ours, that it fhould 
deferve to be efteemed more bold and noble ; fince 
they had an J/aiah to preach the Go/pe/ to Them, 
who for the Eloquence of his Style, and his moft ac- 
curate and particular Enarration of the Birth of 
Chriff, has acquired the Vitle of the fifth Evan- 
gelift. It tscertain, boththeir Faith and ours, refts 
on the Divine Revelation, whether it confift in 
Prophefy of Vhings to come, or Hifory of Things 
palt, The ultimate Ove of our Bekef, is one 
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and the fame, that is, the Authority of God. They 
had their Sacraments alfoto flrengthen their Faith, 
as wellas we. They were Japtized in the Cloud, 
and inthe Sea ; they had Manna from Heaven, and 
Water out of a Rock inthe Earth. They all eat 
the fame Spiritual Meat, and drank the fame Spi- 
ritual Drink as we; for they drank of the Spiritual 
Rock of Ages, thatfollowed Them, and that Rock 
was Chrif. 

I do not conclude from hence, That there is no 
Difference between the Sacraments of the Law, and 
thofe of the Go/pe/. Doubtlefs, there is an Excel- 
lency in the latter, to which the former could 
not pretend. The £lements in Both are Natural, 
as Water, Mauna, Bread, Wine, &c. fo that in 


the Exterior, neither of them has the Advantage of 


the other. They were both alfo Conduits of the 
dame inward Grace and Spirit. Only herein lies. 
the Difference, that the Jews had it but by Mea- 
fure ; whereas the Chriftians receive- it in Abun- 
dance. They touched but the Hem of Chri’s 
Garment ; but we feed on his Body and Blood. 
They did but wade in the low Ebb of Grace, 
whereas we fwim in the High-Tide, and Over- 
flowings of the Holy Spirit. Before the everlatt- 
ing Sluices were drawn up; while the Heavens were 
kept fhut, the Waters which are above the Heavens 
did but diftil gently on Mankind ; the Divine In- 
fluence came Drop by Drop, here a little, and there 
alittle. But when Chrift had once afcended up on 
High, and opened the: Eternal Gates above, then 
he fhowered down his Gifts upon Men, and let 
loofe the Flood of Light and Grace, that fo it might 
water the whole Earth, and make glad the City of 
God, which is the Chriftian Church. 

The Sacraments of Chriftianity are the principal 
Channels, through which Eternal Life is conveyed 
to our Souls. By Szpti/m we are tranfplanted from 
the 







































[31 J 
the Old Stock of the Firft.Adam, and inoculated 
into Him whois the True Vine, in whom we grow 
up as Branches, receiving Nourifhment, and En- 
creafe by the Euchariff, which conveys to us the 
vital Principles of Immortality and Salvation. I 
cannot fpeak of this tremendous Myftery, without 
a Circumlocution, nor think of it without a Rapture ! 
It is fuch a Complex of Riddles, as it, has pofed the 
ftouteft Samp/fons of the Church to folve: Healone 
was able to think and. fpeak aright of it in few 
Words, who, when he firft inftituted ir, faid, This 
is my Body ; This is my Blood. Vhat there is a real 
Change made in the outward Elements, after the 
Words of Confecration are pronounced, is an 4r- 
ticle of my Faith ; but the Manner how ¢hrs Change 
is effected, 1s no Query of my Philofophy. 1 had 
rather humbly believe what I cannot comprehend, 
in this venerable Sacrament, than fuffer any vain 
Difquifitions to ftagger my Faith. I fee Bread and 
Wine, both retaining the fame Tafte, Colour, and 
other natural Qualities of thofe Creatures. There- 
fore I conclude, there is no Alteration made, in-that 
which is the Object of my Senfes. ‘The Change 
muft be inthe Spiritual Part, which only falls uns 
-der the Intellect. And yet I believe this Change 
to be Real, though I cannot fenfibly perceive where- 
in, or how, itis produced. Farbe it from me to 
enter into the Secret of thofe, who make a mere 
empty Figure of the Bleffed Sacrament ; as if we 
were made Partakers only. of mere Natural Bread 
and Wine, in the Holy Communion. — This is to 
follow the impious Steps of Manicheus and Marcien, 
who taught, that Our Saviour had only a Fan- 
taftick Figure of a Body, not a Real one; as if 
they thought the Blefled Virgin Mary brought forth 
nothing but a Shadow, becaufe fhe was over- 
Shadowed by the Holy Ghoit. his 7s to outftrip 

: Judas, 
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[32 J 
Judas, and begin where bis Treafon left off: And 
as he fold his Mafter’s Life ; fo we fhould rob the 
Church of his Body and Blood, which he bequeathed 
to her in his laft Supper. Doubtlefs, his Body is in 
the Sacrament of the Eachariff, but not Bodily, or 
after a corporeal Manner, not invefted with all the 
grofs Circumftances of File/a and Blood, but after 
a Spiritual Manner, in a Myfery too profound for 
Human Senfe or Reafon to comprehend. 1am ex- 
tremely pleafed with the Anfwer which Queen £4- 
zabeth gave to the Bifhop of Winchefter, when 
he demanded her Opinion of the Real Prefence, 
faid fhe, 


"Twas God the Word that [pake it, 
Fle took the Bread and brake it ; 
And what the Word did make it, 
That I believe and take it. 


Tt was an ill-manner’d, as well as an envious Re- 
tort of him that ftood by and faid, Your High- 
nefs’s Reply is like the Delphic Oracle, full of 
ambiguous Subtilty : He had difcovered more 
Breeding and Charity, had he told her, that her 
Anfwer favoured of his Wifdom, who, when 
tempted by the Pharifees with a Queftion concern- 
ing the Lawfulnefs of paying Tribute to Ce/far, took 
a Piece of Money and asked whofe Image the Su- 
perfcription was that was ftamped on it; they faid, 
Cefar’s, We replied, Give therefore to Celar, the 
Things that are Cexfar’s, and to God the Things that 
are God’s. Itis certainly a neceffary Piece of Pru- 
dence fometimes to obviate the Trains of an Ene- 
my, with a witty Evafion ; which may be done 
without denying the Truth, or violating one’s 
Confcience.. Thofe who would frapan a Max 
with Queries, and make -him a Tranf{greffor 
for a Word, deferve to be paid in the fame 
Coin,. 
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Coin, and by an ingenious adapting of Words, and 
placing of Periods, be baffled in their Defign, and 
fent away like Fools as they came, without any 
better Satisfaction than they can reap from a Riddle. 
In my Opinion, it is but a pious Sceptici/m to ful- 
aes our Thoughts from determining the ne icu- 
lar‘ Mode of Chrift’s be ing prefent in the Sacra- 
ment ; fince it 1s invpoflible ever to demonttrate fo 
recondite a Secret, into which even the Angels 
themfelves, thofe perfec? Intelligences perhaps look 
with Admiration, without improving their Know- 
ledge. It is fufficient to my bumble Faith, that my 
Redeemer is there, and that when 1 worthily re- 
ceive the bleffed Sacrament, I hall receive the 
Author of it into my Tabernacle, and be united to 
the heavenly Spoufe. ‘This is the true bidden 
Manna, which nou rifhes s both Angels and Men; 
this is the Bread of Life, which ftrengthens Man’s 
Heart ; thisis the Wine, which rejoi ces God and 
iMan, T his is that heavenly Morfel, which God has 

siven us as an Antidote againft the Dregs of that 
Venom we ail derive from Adam’s eating the for- 
bidden Fruit, 


s HG ple el 
And ies kind Phyfisian, who, when nothing 
. ; 7 2 could be found avai u 
elfe in the divine Pharmacopea could be found avail- 
ble for {6 ere CG nplies bis ocon Body. to heal 
ADLE LOX fo gre at a VWure, app lies bis oton iii to neal 
nnd hia RB 
the Sea ers of our Souls, and his Blood to re- 
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ftore the Spoils of Human Nature. None, but the 
mi 
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Fav MULE ¢ of the King off | eaven, are admitted ta 
this zmmoartal Banquet. None, but fuch as have the 
Wedding Garment on, can have Accefs to this 
Table of Delicacies, this Repaft of oat al Dainties 

Many, indeed, and too many, it is to be feared, ar 
licenfed to come into the e King’s Anti-chambers, and 
to fit down in the “Chu ch and tafte the eutward 
Elements ; but it is the Privilege of his Saints only 
to enter his Cabinet, and be regaled with the coftly 
3) Einter- 
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ntertainm S Table, and to par- 
take of the New Wine of the Kingdom of 


ment of the Lord’s-Supper is the 
neareft and moit vi/ffble Communion that can be had 
ith God and Chnft upon Earth. Here are the 

r, and the fweeteft Refrefhings that 
a pious Soylis capable of on this Side Heaven it- 
felf, Other Duties feem to be our Work ; this our 
Meat and Wages ; other Duties are but preparative 
to this; Baptijmn, Praying, Preaching, Hearing, 
Meditating, Co aferring, are all ordained, but to 
fitus for this high and myfterious Ordinance. Here 
is the whole Contrivance of Salvation reprefented in 
a little Bread and Wine, whereby God invifibly 
als up an Affurance of his everlafting Love upon 
our Hearts. 

: is grown even to, a Proverb, faith Acofta, 
among hie poor Indians, that have entertained the 
Fait , that Qui Euchariftiam femel fufceperit, &c. 
fe 


le uft never more be unholy that bath once received 
oy 7p Y Guo Bee 
holy Communion. 
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-o the Pofture of Receiving, I am not fcru- 
pulous, being willing toconform to the Cuftom of 
thofe with whom | communicate : I can receive on 


my Kuees, without Danger of moi or Sitting, 
without the Guilt of Contempt. This latter I 
efteem of greater Antic an ity 5 it Heb: the Pofture 





wherein Chrift communicated to bts Difeiples at the 

& Supper, unlefs it Ho faid they ia) Ly a along accord- 
ine to the Mode of the Eaftern J cople in thofe 
Days. However, L-do not think ay ‘ofition of the 
Body, but the pea ten ins the Soul, is required 
to render one a Worthy Communicant in thefe holy 
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I cenfure not the Primitive Chriftians, nor thofe 


more Modern ones, who communicate frequently ; 
yet I fhoula be timorous to approach thefe holy 


Myfieries too oft ten, left I fhould incur the Jude- 
ment which St. Paul shas pronounced on thofe hi 
eat and drink unw or thily. ! have Charity for 
others; who celebrate this Sacrament eal 
weekly, or daily ; but I fhould have lit 
felf, fhould I receive this tremendous M. 
Life, with lefs Preparation than w < requfite to fit 
me for Death. It being in the N rant er of thofe 
Medicines, which either Rill or cure, according 
the Conftitution to which they are applied. 


If we examine the Books of Phy ians, thofe 
Bans of Human frailty and Mortality, we thail 
find no lefs than Six thoujand Difeafes on the Score, 
to which Man’s Body is liable. And it is to be 

B 
feared, the Diftempers of the Soul come not thort of 
the Account. ii is Pride but aTimpany ? Luft 
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and Malice but the Coz bees of the Soul? To 
obvi V1a te thefe, and} innumei > More if itual Mala- 
dies, God has, as Res 1 of his infinite Bounty, 
given his Minifters Commiffion to difpenfe to the 
Sons of -Men the Sacrament of the Body and Blood, 
as a divine Catholicon, or Cure, for all the Dif, 
eafes which are incident to our Souls; but et 1 this 

: : 


Condition, that he who partakes of thefe bol 
fieries unworthily, inftead of aa healed, aleek 
but increaie his Mal. rk it up to a dangerous 
Crifis, 1f not to a defperate L ar oxi fm, which affords 

no Hopes, but a fearful tees ctation of Mle kd 
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when he went toaeat it, there was nothing -but 
Afoes in his Hand. This SP I inge- 
nuoufly declare, has had fuch Jnfluence on me, as 
tor eftrain me long from the holy Table. I tremble 
at the Thought ce cae: and drinking my own 
Damnation, and of trampling under-foot the Blood 
of the Evernal Teftament. 

I Jove not to humour my Spleen, or oratify my 
Fiypocond ria, by inveighing againit the Luxury of 
the BI Age, as if it were worle than thofe of 
old, and that our for e- fathers did not eat and drink 
to Excefs as well as we: The prefent Intemper- 
ance of Mankind is but the Tra; infin igration of  obe 
former: And our Pofterity hha but act over the 
Patterns we fet them. Drunkennefs is as old as 
Noah’s Flood, and Epicurifm began with Adam. 
The one had no fooner efcaped the univerfal In- 
undation of Water, but he had like to have been 
drown’d in a Deluge of Wines and the other, not 
content with the large Indulgence and Commiffion 
God had given him to eat of the Prat of Paradife, 
muft needs leap the Fence which guarded the For- 
bidden Tree ; and when he might have banguetted, 
without Satiety or End, on the Varieties which would 
have given him Life and Immortality, he plays the 
Glutton, and furfeits himfelf with the Plant. of 
Death and Damnation. His Chi/dren foon learned 
to tread in their Father’s Steps, and Gluttony was 
equally propagated with Mankind. And tho’ that 
Repairer of Adam’s almot ihip-wrecked Progeny 
could be abftemious Ss when he might have furnifhed 
his Table with all the Beafls of the Earth and Fowls 
of the Air at one Meal ; yet he could not refrain 
from. 'the tempting £7 Mit of the Vine. His 
Ebriety was alfo cael in > and , tag ingelgns Off- 
fpring of Lot owed C 
the Grape. Before 
in Banqueting and cele ; iis Fe have been ever 
| fince, 
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fince, and fo they will be tothe End of theWorld, 
Men are great Followers of Antiquity in the Prac- 
tice of thefe Vices. 

For my Part, I envy not the Board of Vitellius, 
that at one Meal was covered with One Thoufand 
fifo, and double that Number of Fow/. Neither do 
I covet the more expenfive Feafts of Helogabulus. 
The refin’d Luxury of Cleopatra feems to me lefs 
fordid, tho’ more prodigal, who at one Draught 
fwallowed down a King’s Ranfom. \t was not her 
Palate fhe gratified inthat rich Portion, but fhe 
humoured the Guft of her Ambition ; which is a 
fublimer fort of Vice, and may not unfitly be called 
the Glutton ony of the Soul, while it revels on the Breath 

of Fame, and F picurizes with a Chamelion-like Avp- 
petite on the Air “of Honour. 

Intemper ance is the Blind Side of Mortals ; it is 
our foft Place, where we fuffer ourfelves to be 
ftroaked and ashi to Death by the flattering 
Serpent. This made J/aac mifplace his Bleffing for 
al Bis of Venifon, and his Son to fell his Birth- 
right for a Mes of Pottage. The Italian Proverb 
hits the Glutton home yap it fays, He digs his 
Grave with his Teeth, and cuts his Throat with the 
Knife that carves his Rieat. 

Rioting and Drunkennefs were formerly efteemed 
the national Sin of Ge Germany only, but I believe other, 
Nations may put in for a Share in the Charter: I¢ 
as the Epidemic Vice of the whole World: Men fall. 
paffionately in Love with it, as if they were of 
Muceus the Poet’s Opinion, who held, That per- 
petual Darknefs was the only Reward of Merit and 
Virtue. The very Mabometans themfelves, who 
are exprefly forbidden by their Law to tafe of 
Wine, being told by Mahomet, that there is lodged 
a Devilin every Grape, are {worn Votaries to Bae- 
chus, and the greateft Drunkards on Earth. 
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For my own Part, I could be content with the 
Diet of Yohannes de Temporibus, who when he had 
lived Three Hundred Years, being afked by the 
King of France, What Method he took to preferve 
his Life to fo great an Age; replied, Intus Melle, 
extra Oleo’: i fay, I could be content with his 
Dict, not fo much for the Sake of /pinning out my 
Life to Centuries of Years, which yet I believe 
were not altogether impracticable in one of my 
Conftitution, as that by a conftant and habitual 
Difufe of merely Animal Enjoyments, I might 
the more clofely and vigoroufly attend the Opera- 
tion of my Soul, and be always awake to the fupe- 
rior Faculties of my Mind and Intellect, Anima Sicca 
eft Anima Sapiens, was a true Maxim of the Phi- 
lofopher ; and the Sons of Minerva experience 
if. 
I abhor the fuperftitious Cant, and diferiminating 
Shibboleth of Enthufiafts, who muft needs take 
upon them to alter the Form of found Words; as 
if the Dialect of the Primitive Church were grown 
obfolete, or that the Apoftles underftood not the 
Orthography of Chriftian Faith. 1 like not thofe 
{piritual Boutefeus, who take a great dealof Pains 
to breed?a Quarrel between Religion and Nature, 
and fet thofe two Twins together by the Ears; as 
if we could not be good Chriftians, unlefs we deny 
our Senfe and Reafon. Certainly it is not the Bu- 
finefs of Religion to fupplant and extirpate Nature, 
but to prune and rectify it. Religion is that which 
polifhes and fmooths the Roughnefs of lapfed Hu- 
manity, pares away the vicious Knobs which grow 
up with us from our éainted Embryo, and, by various 
{nftruments of Grace, forms and {quares us into 
it Materials for God’s holy Temple. Lhe Work 
of Regeneration feems, in fome Manner, to copy that 
ef Creation. The Holy Ghoft, at his Arft Vifit, 
finds us, in our corrupt State, but a mere Chaos, a 
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confufed Heap of Pais and fenfual Appetites 
our Reafon, that Light of our Souls, lies dormant, 
{mother’d, as it were, by our Animal Faculties 5 
Darknefs covers the Face of this sal aaite mm, till 
he gives the Word, Fiat Lux ; an , by a forcible 
Energy, ftrikes ine divine Spar ks out of our 
flinty Hearts. Thus feparating the celefizal Parts 
from the ferreftrial, and fublim ating us into the 
Similitude of his own glorious Effence ;  enduing 
us with Fath, without deftroying our Reafou, and 
infpiring us with Charity, Set exterminating 
our Paffions. Thus I can believe the moft tran- 
fcendent Myfleries of our Religion, and yet not be 
guilty of Credulity and blind Devotion: And 
can practife Chrifiian Moderation, tho’ I could 
never learn the Stoical Apathy. 

I highly value the facred Scriptures, as the Ora- 
cles of “Divinity, and Rules of Faith 5 yet 1 efteem 
them not a Syftem of Philofophy, or a Pandeét of 
natural Science. ‘They are able to make us wife 
unto Salvation, and perfect in the Knowledge of 
God, through Faith in Chrift Jefus; but they in- 
ftruct us not in Mundane Curiofities, nor acquaint 
us with the Theory of all his Works. That fright- 
ful Caution of the Apoftle, deware of vain Philo- 
fopby, is no Bug-bear to my Studies, nor can it 
{tartle my harmlefs Enquiries into the Secrets of the 
Hlements. I will not be afraid of prying into the 
Circumftances of the Earth, fince Fob has told 
us, it is hanged upon Nothing: Nor of cafting 

my Eyes up to the Heavens, “and examining the 
Motions, Influences, and Operations of the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, fince the fame holy Patriarch 
was pofed with this Aftrological Queftion by God 
himfelf : Canft thou r eftrain the fweet Influence 
of the Pleiades, or loofe the Bands of Orion? 
There are many natural Obfervations in the Bide, 
which may ferve as Hints or Spurs to more 
accurare 















































[ 40 ] 
accurate Difquifitions : But in no Place that I know 
of does it fet ‘a Now ultra to thofefober Enquirers, 
who by making a modeft and judicious Search into 
the Works of the Creation, are capable of returning 
amore exact and confummate Praife to the Eternal 
Architect. Indeed, moft, if-not all, the manual 
Trades in the World, are but the feveral Speczes of 
Practical Philofophy: While the Mechanick puts 
in Execution the Theory of the Student, and what 
the one dictates from the School of Nature, the other 
experiments in the Shop of Art. Neither would 
Men know how to keep themfelves in Action, or 
maintain Commerce, where it not for the Sake of 
Philofophy. To this are owing all the Advances 
and Progreffions that ingenious Men have made in 
their Callings and Occupations, and every Smith, 
Carpenter, Mafon, &c. that makes an Improve- 
ment in his Craft or Myftery, deferves the Title 
of -a Virtuofo, and to be numbered among the Phi- 
lofophers. 

Among all the Sciences, there is none to which 
had I Leifure I could be more devoted than to 
Afiromony, and for this Reafon I could raifea Py- 
ramid to the Inventors of the Tele/cope, That Hap- 
py Midwife to new Difcoveries in the Heavens ; 
and think myfelf no lefs obliged to Him that firft 
found out the Motion of the Earth. Both have En- 
franchifed me from the Slavery of Prepoffeffion, 
and taught me to unthink the Sentiments of my green- 
er Years. Methinks I owe no Allegiance to Péo- 
lomy, and am perfectly wéened from the Magifte- 
rial Dictates of the Stagyrite. I cannot fo readily 
believe that the Suz moves above two Hundred and 
Fifty Thoufand Miles every Minute of Time, as 
that the earth moves Eighteen Miles in that Space. 
And'that the Planet Saturn moves ten, and the 
kxed Stays a Hundred Times fafter and farther than 
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Confequence of the Earths ftanding jill, and the 
Sun’s Motion. It feems no good Divivity to me, to 
expect that from Gods Infinite Power, which is re- 
pugnant to his equal Wifdorm, andthe Laws of Mo- 
tion which he has eftablifhed in the Univerfe. This 
were to make one of his Attributes cla/h with ano- 
ther, andto calumniate his Holinefs, which confifts 
in the Harmony of them all. I adore his Omnipo- 
tencé, and tremble at the Thought of calling in 
Queftion the Power that made all Things of No- 
thing. Yet I think it my Duty to’ be wife as 
well as devout, andtofpeak rightly as well as veve= 

rently of his Divine Perfections. “As his Word is 
the Rule of my Faith, fo his Providence is the Pale 
Star of my Reafon. And in the Scrutiny of his 
Works I do not fo much enquire what he is able ta 
do, as what he ufes todo; being ates that as 
nothing is to him impoffible, fo he has ftated the 
Being, Pi aang: Paffions, Oaalities and’ Circum- 
ftances of all Things, ordering them inexact Nu 
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ber, Weight and Meafure. Sothat, 2 paffe Di vd 
efje Rei ae valet Confequentia. Ee se fixed 'the 
Laws of Loco-motion in Corporeal ‘Subftances, and 
tied up the Primum Mobile. it {elf toa certain Pro- 
portion of Time and Dittance, which it can no more 
exceed, than the {malleft Wheel of a Watch. 

Such procigious Whirligigs, as the Heavenly 
Bodies muft needs be, in the Prolomaick HHypothefis, 
makes me giddy to think on it, and I believe they 
were troubled with a Vertigo, that firft ree/ed upon 
be Notion: Or they laboured under the Deception 
of thofe at Sea, who failing within Sight of the 
hore, not being able to perceive the Motion of the 

effel that carries them, are apt to fed the 
Neighbouring o Cliffs , Towns and Trees were under 
Sail, and fteering a contrary Courfe, mice they fo 
appear to do, For not lefs filently do T bel: 
farth.gmoves couftantly rouna on her 
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king the natural Day and Night, without, putting 
the whole Frame of the Univerfe into an unconceiv- 
able Hurry. 

The Planet Fupiter is difcovered by the Tele- 
{cope to make 5 x fame Circulation in 10 Hours, 
Mars in 23, and the Su himfelf in 28 Days. 
Thefe are no Chimeras or Dreams of Poets, no 
Metaphyfical Speculations of Nat-/bell Brains, but 
real Truths, cemonftrabie by Art and’ ocular 
Experience. And methinks it is a more Uniform 
Idea, if we fuppofe the Earth to be a Planet 
the reft, and totake its Turn in the © 
Dance round the Sun, who is placed in the Cen. 
of this Vortex, and is the true Apollo, to whofe 
Mufie the whole Planetary Syftem keeps Time. I 
fear not the Lafh of Maurolycus, nor the Scourge 
of his bigotted Brethren. If Copernicus was by them 
thought Scuticad &F Flagello dignus, for innovating 
on the Doctrines of Ptolomy ; what was Ptolomy 
himfelf worthy of, who entrenched on a greater 
Antiquity, and undermined the Philofophy of 4ri/- 
tarchus Samius, who taught the Motion of the Earth 
above four hundred Years before Ptolomy was an 
Infant ? For my Part, 1 think it no Trea/on againtt 
the Common-wealt th of Lea arning, to fay, I prefer 
Galileo’s Tube to Ptolomy’s Spectacles, and the Dif- 
coveries of our Englifh ‘Royal Society, to the blind 
Conjectures of the Perip ateticks, and the wild Spe- 
culations of hens, 
+. When I was firft informed that there ‘were 
difcovered four new Stars moving about Fupiter, ana 
three abou: Saturn, \ was as well pleafed as they who 
received the earlie th yNews of Columbus’s landing ‘4 
America. ant fo far from geet os of Alexander 


Fiumour, that inftead of wee: , I fhould heart ily 
rejoice, could Pas enOly A {atisfie 1, That t the re are te7 
Thoufar id more Worlds than are aie ady di ifcovered. 
tam naturally n pelancholy, and the Wei teat of 
fig /eaden Complection does fo depreis my Spirits, 
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that all the Race of Mankind on Earth feems 
too {mall to afford Variety enough for a Relief. 
This makes me the more willing to believe, what 
my Reafon fuggeits to be true, that the Planets 
are Inhabited. it isa lively, as well as a rational 
Notion ; and fince they are dark, opake Bodies 
like the Earth we tread on, having no other Light 
but what they borrow from the Suz, and feem in all 
other Circumftances to be adapted for Habitations, 
I fee no Solcifm in Philofophy, nor . Herefy 
againft the Fazth, to believe they arereally inbabit- 
ed, as is this Globe. That they have Succeffiion of 
Day and Night, and their Satellites, or Moons to 
give them Light by Night, even as we, 1s demon- 
ftrable to the Eye, by the Help of the 7 J elefcope 
But there would, in my Opinion, be little Need af 
all this, were there no rational Inhabitants in eos 
Caleftial Globes... Weis ja. faftidious Pride in Man, 
to fancy all this glittering Furniture above, was 
only made for Ornament, or for Shep! herds. to, gaze 
oninthe Night, or for fome other interior Ufes, of 
the Sons of Adam. And itis.a narrow Conceit to 
imagine, that though this Globe. be plentifully in- 
habited by all Sorts of Animals, wot a Turf of 
Land, nor a Puddle of Water, being without its 
Tenants, yet all thole ample and elorious Bodies 
ahove fhould. lie empty and vacant, though fome 
of them be far: bigger than our Earth,’ and for ought 
we know, may be ten Times. more commodious for 
Habitation. Thote Paflagesin St. Paul's Epifiles 
to the Philippians i. U. “Epbef 1. 9210 Colof. 
1. 16. feem.to be cal raat d for the Inhabitants of 
thofe Heavenly Bodies. Andis app aGy W ords 
0 Epbef. ii. 9. we to be but a Tranfcript of 
the Revelations he received, and of the 7 Phings he 


faw, when. he was wrapped into the « pass Hea Vell 
wiz. Lhat thereare {ome inthole Fie avenly Place 
even Principal ities and Powers, to whom the ae 
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fold Wildom of .God in Chrift, was made known, 
and that they were not only created by Him, but 
for Him, and that they and we are all of oné 
Family or Defcent. Thefe may be fome of the 
Aponte enucdres which that Holy Apoftle {peaks of 
in 2 Cor. xi. 4. Words and Myfteries which could 
wot be attered. And for what)1 Know, thofe Be- 
ings which he call Principalities, Powers, Mights, 
Thrones and Deminions,’ may be no other than the 
féveral glorious Colonies of the Coeleftial Family, 
dwelling in the Stars, who all believe in the fame 
Eternal Jefus, even as we do, and through his Medi-. 
tatidn, make their Approaches to God the Father. 
This may be the farther Fellowfbip of the Myftery 
of God, bid from the Beginning. ‘Vhis the untrace- 
able “Riches of Chrift, which put St. Paul to'an 
fs / oe 4 Vs ~ v7] > 
&) Babos | 2) umeparaAcy peyebos TUS Ouvctpeewos auUTOU 
© the Depth of his Wiidom! O the fuperlative 
Greatnefs of his Power! But whether the Planets 
be inbabited, or no, this I am affured of, and can 
produce an Hundred authentick Witneffes, that 
they are dark Bodies, hke the Earth we tread on, 
and that they have no Light, but what they re- 
ceive from the Sun; which alfo they do but partial- 
ly enjoy like us, by /ucceffive Hemifpheres, having 
their Day and Night meafured out to them, pro- 
portionate to.the Time they take up in moving 
round their Centres. 

When I have tired myfelf with following thefe 
vifible Motions of Nature, 1 retire Home again, 
thinking to take Sanctuary in myfelf, and find a 
Rett in the contempiation of my own Soul: But 
there | do but conmience a new Fatigue, and am 
Kbyried about in a perpetual Circle, by an invifible 
Energy within me. I think, fpeak, and aét with 
cnfrnite Varrety, yet know not how J perform thefe 
different Operations. I know myfelf to be an Jx- 
rporecl Subftance, dnd can eafily feel gut my own 
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Independency on the Body. Tlook on this Hou/fe 
of Clay 1 carry about with me, to be only my 
Prifon. Buthow I am conaace tothis Prifon, I, 
that am but a poor Scintillation, or Spark of ci 
Eternal Sun, isa Riddle which I cannot folve. I 
can better imagine, how a Beam of our vifible 
Sun may be united to a Marble Statue, than that 
a pure Thought fhould be faftned to a Clod of 
Earth, from which it cannot free itfelf but by 
Death, though it can pervade all the Univer/fe be- 
fide. What Cement is it, that thus clofely ties to- 
gether two fuch incompatible Effences as Heavew 
and Earth, Light and Darknefs, Spirit and Body? 
This is a Knot mutt be left for Elias to unty, and 
is indeed one chief Argument of the Shipwreck of 
Muman Reafon, fince not only all other Things are 
ob{cure to us, but we are fo to ourfelves ; the near- 
eft Objects, even our own Domefick Operatic ns 
are as incomprehenfible to us, as thofe he ar 
fartheft off. The Things that touch us, nay, thi 
very, Faculties by which we touch, fee, underflana, 
ffc, are as diftant from us asthe mth Sphere, and 
we are as much Strangers to ourfelves, as to the 
Inhabitants of Terra Incognita. There would be 
nothing more welcome to me, thana Hiffory of my 
Or iginal, for I do not compute my Ageor Family 
by the fhort Chronology of the Pari/h Regifter ; 

nor do I think myfelf much the older by my Mo- 
ther’s additional Record of wine Months I lived 
in her Womb, I efteem her Reckoning from my 
Conception but the tragick Memoirs of my 
Death, and thofe which by moft are accounted the 
Chambers of Life, and Shops of Generation, are 
no better in my Judgment, than the Recepticles of 
the Dead, Seminaries of C orruption, the Graves of 
Souls, defund? to the higher World. For I believe 
J was then born, when ‘the Mo: ning Stars fang to- 
gether, and when all the Sons of God thouted for 
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Yoy. Itime my Jufancy with that of the Univerfe, 
and efteem no Man older or younger than myfelf, 
io, not the Aygels themfelves, believing that all 
Spiritual Subftances were created together, in the 
Beginning.- Iwill not, with fome, accufe Mojfes of 
fcantineis in his Fizffory of the Creation, becaufe ac- 
cording to the Letter he feems to take but little No- 
tice of Immaterial Beings. The Hebrew Caddala, 
with the Commentaries of their learned Rabbins, 
and fome of the Primitive Fathers of the Chriftian 
Church, do ‘fufficiently evince, that there are 
ee Myfteries contained in the three firft Chap- 
ters of Genefis, than the bare Letter, or vulgar 
aA onions {eem to exhibit. There is a Sacrament 
in that Holy Language, which whofoever partakes 
of, can be no Stranger tothe Natural and Divine 
Truths couched under it.. To fuch'a one, the 
Hiftory of the Lerrefizal Adam’s happy State in 
bay a vas hi 11S Banifkinerg from thence, will be 

Hieroglyphick of the original Beatitude of thé 
im mat terial W Sch. and the Decenerac y oi haman 
Souls, their Dercene from the Atel nerial Manfions, 
and Confinement to Houfes of Clay, as well as of the 
Fall of Angels. I feem to myfelf, not without 


Reafon, to embrace the Doétrine of the Pr2-exij/t- 
ence of Souls, fince it was among the Credenda of 
many antient Sages, a peculiar Tradition of the 


Jews, and the general Opinion of all the Eait. 

Chat Queftion when was put to Our Saviour, con- 
cerning x the Man that was born Blind, whether it 
was for lus own Sins, or thofe of his Paxents, feems 
clearly to AUN That he was in a Condition or 
Capacity of finning before his Birth 3 which how it 
could be Seithut fuppofing the Pre-enifence of 
his Soul, i is paft my Divinity ror Philofophy to un- 
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[ 47 ] 
that be was one of the Prophets, a third Sort, that 
he was John the Baptift rifen from the Dead, are 
evident Arguments, That the Doétrine of Pre-. 
exiftence, and a Metemp/ychofis was eftablifhed, as 
Part of the Creed of that Nation. Of which alfo, 
that Paflage in the Wifdom of Solomon is no ob- 
{cure Hint, where the Author fays, Or rather being 
a good Spirit, I came into a Body pure and undefiled. 
Neither am I ftartled becaufe I find not Chrift, or 
any of his Apoftles afferting, or fo much as men- 
tioning any fuch Doétrine. St. Fobu’s Hyperbole, 
i? the laft Verfe of his Gofpel, fatisies me, that J 
vuft not expect to find all that our Saviour did and 
faid, recitered by the Evangelifts: And St. Paul's 
frequent Exhortation to hold’ fatt the Traditions 
that he had imparted to them, whether by Word or 
Epifiie, convince me, That it is not unreafonable 
to:‘conclude, that he delivered many Doétrines in his 
Sermons, which he had no Occafion to mention in 
his “Letters to ibe Churches » Among which, th 
might be one. . However, 1 
to my Belief, That I no where in all the Scriptures 
can find this Doctrine reprehended ; which, had 
it bee a an Error, could not have efcaped the Cen- 
fure of Chrift and his Apottles, 1 it bei Ing the uni- 
verfal Tenet, of all Sorts of Tees except the Sad- 
duces. W hen I confider alfo, that Origen and Am-~ 
monius taught itin the Schools of Alexandria, Plo- 
tinus himfelf learned it from the latter ; aha that 
all the Primitive. Fathers who were Platonifts, af- 
ferted it, ‘not a as a Philofophical, but alfoas a 
Divine T ruth ; 1 look upon it as an " Effee of Go- 
thick Barbarity and Ignorance, which afterwards 
overfpread all Chrifendom, that neither this, nor 
hardly any other Point of Platoni/m, was counte- 
nanced in the Chriftian Schools, but only the Dic- 
tates of Ariftotle and his Ghoft Averroes, In fine, 
chat elegant Flourifh of St. Aujtin, Infundendo 
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[ 48 ] 
ereatur, creando infunditur, is ho Rule of my Faith 
in this Point, fince it faftens fo maany reverend 
‘Confequences on God Almighty; neither can I. be- 
lieve the Soul to be ex Traduce, becaiafe it carries in 
its Front, fo many Incon/iftencies in Philofophy, be» 
fides‘ the Indignity that is done to the Soul thereby, 
which amounts to a true Scandalum IMagnatum, 
fince it is levelled at the whole Order of immaterial 
Beings. muft therefore believe, that I hada Be- 
ing Jong before | came into this Body, and yet not 
refolve the Manner of my Exiftence, into a mere 
Potentiality, or an unactive Slumber in the Bofom of 
my Caufes, as if I werethen but a Seminal Idea in 
the Blood of my Fathers, or a Metapbyfical Dream 
of my prefent felf. | I believe I was in a State of 
ereater Activity before I was conceived by my Mo- 
ther, than fince fhe bore me ; and for what I know, 
have ranged all the boundie/s Traits of the Univerfe, 
been Naiuralized in the feveral Regions of the 
Sky and Air, till being tired with fo vaft a Ram- 
ble, and willing to try all the States of Life, I 
was, by the Force of a ftrong Inclination, and 
the irrefiftible Charm of rightly adapted Matter, 
allured into this terreftrial Body, here to do Penance 
for the Faults of my Superior Life, and in this 
Horizon between the upper and the lower World to 
make my Choice of Good or Evil, Light or Dark- 
nefs, Life or Death. This unlocks all the Anigma’s 
ef Providence ; and reconciles the harfker Difficul- 
ties with which the immediate Creation or, Tra- 
duétion of Souls is involved. It is the nobleft In- 
itrument of Virtue, the fharpeft Spur to a- divine 
Life, whilft it doubles the Hopes we have of being 
immortal @ Parte poft, by alluring us we were fo 
@ Parte ante. And that it is ‘not from any arbi- 
trary Decree of God, anconfiftent with the reft of 
his divine Perfeétions, that we fhall live for ever; 
bur 









































[ 49°] 
but from. our own Nature and Effence; being cre- 
ated to fubfiftan zuterminable Duration of Ages. 

I believe thofe Books of the holy Scripture which 
are loft, could they poflibly be recovered again, 
would ferve asa Lamp to enlighten usin many 
Odfcurities of Religion, Hiftory, and Nature : 
And if the Writings of Fa/ber, Iddo the Prophet, 
€c. could inform us nothing of the Pre-exijience 
of Souls, itis very probable the more early Oracles 
of ‘Exocb would, fince he was but the feventh Soul 
that was drenched in a terreftrial Matter, and led 
fo pure and incorrupt a Life, as would tempt one 
to believe, that he was awakened to the Memory 
of his former State, which, for aught we know, 
might have no fmall Influence on_ his fucceeding 
Change. 

I have often wondered where St. ‘ude had fo par- 
ticular an Account of St. Michael the Arch- Angel’s 
Difpute with the Devil about the Body of Mojes, 
that he was able to relate the very Words that pafied 
between them. Surely the Fews had fome Books, or 
at leaft Traditions, which were believed to be ortho- 
dox, though they were not fo much.as mentioned. 
in the facredCanon; for we cannot, - without great 
Impiety, imagine that the holy Saint would impofe 
upon our, Belief any Thing that was foreign or apo- 
cryphal, .[.am apt to conclude from hence, that 
there were many traditional Doéfrines entertained 
among the Hebrews, which are by us efteemed na 
betrer,than Fables. 

However, though I am thus convinced of the 
Truth of. our Bre exiftence, and that this. prefent 
Life is but a Shadow or Dream, in Comparifon of 
what we enjoyed before our Immerfion in the Flefh, 
yet [ would not have this Dream interrupted by any 
untimely or harfher Stroke of Deftiny. JI should 
think it mo Inconvenience to live long, but rather a 
Blefling, that fo a Multicude of Years mig ght foun 
i off 





[50 
off the Froth and Sullage of our Appttites and 
Paffions, that fo being gradually weaned from thofe 
low Affections which brought us down to the 
Earth, we may, without any Difquiet or Turbu- 
lency, remount to our ethereal Homes, for | aim 
apt to think that thofe Souls who go out of their 
Bodies with any remaining Relifh upon them of the 
Body, like Fruit that is either plucked -off, or 
fhaken down by violent Winds, {till retain in their 
Separation a raw and eager Smack of the Flefh, 
with a lancuifhing Bias towards it ; whereas he that 
has tarried his full Period in the Body, parts from 
it with Eafe and Willingnefs, as ripe Fruit drops 
from the’ Tree. And therefore I do not wonder 
that the moft general Scene of Apparitions, Ghofis, 
&c, is the Church-yard, or at leaft that Place where 
the Body of the Spec?rum was buried. And the re- 
moved Earth, which covered the Cobler of Silefia’s 
Body, is a fhrewd Intimation, that there ‘are fome 
departed Souls, which, if they feek not a Re-union 
with their Bodies, yet endeavour to hold a Kind of 
Corre/pondence with them even in the Grave 3° and 
though the Impoffibility of being married again to 
thefe their dear Conforts, after that final Divorce, 
were enough, one would think, to cure their im- 
potent Defires, yet they burn with a new Luft, and 
commit a /piritwal Adultery in the unlawful Bed of 
the Grave. Thefe I look on as the Effects of a 
too early and violent Separation, and therefore efteem 
Methufelab, and the reft of the Fathers before the 
Flood, happy, who prolonged their Years to the 
utmoft Star itard of human Leet and feemed not fo 
much to die, for that imports Violence, as volun- 
tarily to forfake their o/d rotten Habitations, fhake 
Hands with their Bodies, and fo return to the gethe- 
real Palaces, from whence they had fo long fivaggled. 

Yet, notwithftanding the creat Efteem 1 have of 
Jeans rather to improve than im- 
pair 
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pair us, I cannot ‘promi ife myfelf to outlive a Fudilee, 
though I have already feen one Revolution of Sa- 
turn. Neither do 1 affect to make Popes, Emperors, 
Kings, and Grand Seigniors, the Land-Marks in the 
Chronology of myfelf ; that were to infult over the 
royal Afhes of Princes, befides the Ambition in 
ranking mytelf in their Number. Methinks ft grow 
old evén at thofe Yeats when the World counts me 
young, a and tg the Heritage of David's laft 
ten Years of ‘ourlcor e, inthe Prine of my Age. 
Indeed the whole Earth, and all this planetary 
World, feems to 9 droop and deca 2y 5 every Species of 
Being grow weak and languid, and’ feem to draw 
near their Diffdlution ; yet it is needlefs to engage 
God in the Act, fincé,, though Creation was‘al Baye 
the Force of Naturé, yet Mutation {8° riot, and no 
Anuibitation can proceed from that paternal Effence 
f Effences. It feems ealy to ue to belreve, that 
che World will perifh upon the Ruins of its own 
Principles; and though ‘the brecite Period of its 
eftruétion be not known to the Angels themfelves, 
Me there are not wanting fome philofopbitel Rules, 
Aa, one might yentitte to calculate tts Duration, 
and by obferving the various Attempts, Eruptions, 
and Devaitations, made e by Fire already, one may 
conjecture about what Time that moft aétive Ele- 
ment fhall be let loo ofe; to deftroy this Face of the 
World, and transform this /uperanuuated Heaven 
and Earth into mew 67 5, as the holy Pisphiee has 
foretold ; for as to Annihilation, I look on it as a 
eo sph or Non-enti ty. which cannot be faid to 
flow frony him who is-#/-being, and the Fountain 
of Exittence. It were cofier ta conceive that Cold 
fhould be the immediate Effect of Fire, and Dark- 
nef§ the natural Refult of the ae 1 Prefence of 
Light, than to think that Zan ibilation , or not Being, 
can proceed from him who ts the o sriginal Source 
ef Being, from whoie divine Power, Wifdom, and 
H Good- 
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Goodnels, all Things flow bya necefJary Emanation, 
and continue in their feveral Perfeétions by as unaltera- 
ble a Law asthat which gave them ; fo that there can 
be no Vacuity fuppofed in their eternal Subfiftence, 
no Leaps or Starts from fomething to nothing. 

It is far more agreeable to the Principles of Philo- 
fophy to conceive, that only the grofs and corrupti- 
ble Part of the Univerfe fhall be fubjeét to the 
Agtion of Fire, fach as the Earth we tread on, with 
the ‘other Planetary. Bodies ; but that the pureft 
ther. {hall remain for ever unfonchedt unchanged, 

the Sanctuary of the Bleffed, the Habitation of the 
Spirits of jujt Men made per feel. [am alfo confirmed 
in this Belief by fomething more facred and authen- 
tick than Natural Philofophy ; for when the Royal 
Pfalmift, in that divine Rhapfody, calls upon the 
Fleavens of Heavens, and the Waters which are above 
ive Heavens, to praife God, he gives this for a Rea- 
fon, viz. Becaufe he fpake, and they were made, 
he commanded, and they werecreated. He efta- 
blifhed them to Eternity, and for everlafting Ages : 
He. fixed a Decree, which he will not difannul. 
Phen he calls upon the Earth and all Creatures 
therein, to join.in the fame Adz of Praife, but not 
for the fame Reafon ; not becaufe the Karth Sfoail 
endure for ever, but becaufe the Name of God 
alone 1s i oat and his Honour above Heaven 
and Earth. Which. Diftinétion feems to me an 
evident Argument, of the unalterable Stability of 
be celeflial and ethereal World, whatfoever Mu- 
rati tions and Changes the terreftrial may be fub- 
ject to. 

That thofe immenfe Traéts of quiet and im- 
paflable “ther fhall be the Seat of the Bleffed, is 
very confiftent with Philofophy, and no ways re- 
pugnant to Divinity. Fiowever, let the Place 
be where it pieafes God, we are aflured that the 
Entertainment and Joys do far furpafs all human 
Compre- 
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Comprehenfion, Yet, tho’ we cannot have ade- 
quate Conceptions of fupreme Felicity, there are 
fome Landmarks by which we may take imperfect 
Meafures of that Region of Promife. ‘The dim 
Light of natural Reafon may afford us a Glimpfe, 
or faint Profpect of thofe fuperlative Joys, and 
the Opticks of Faith will improve the View. We. 
fhall have the fame Nature and Faculties ‘there as 
here, but free from the leaft Alloy of Frailty and 
Imperfection. Our Souls fhall difplay the radiant 
Brightnefs of their immortal Effence, with ftronger 
Vibrations than the Sun; having no internal Scum 
of Concupifcence boiling out from the Centre of a 
depraved ‘Will or erroneous Underftanding, ° to 
blemifh and ftain thofe unfpotted Orbs. of Light ; 
nor aterrene grofs Body to eclipfe and fhut up their 
Splendors; but being ever bright and ferene, the 

fhall /hine through their glorified and {piritual Bo- 
dies, as'the Sun does, through the pervious Air, 
or at leaft as he does on-a bright Cloud, which 
drinks in his Beams to reflect them abroad with a 
more fenfible Glory. We fhall then fee, not by 
receiving the vifible Species into the narrow Glafs 
of an organized Eye, we thall then hear without 
the diftinét and curious Contexture of the Ear. 
The Body fhall then be ci Eye, all Zar; all 
Senfe in the whole, and every Senfe in every Part.- 
Ina Word, it fhall be allover a common Sen/o- 
yium, and being made of the pureft A&ther, with- 
out the Mixture of any lower or groffer Element ; 
the Soul fhall, by one undivided AG, at once per- 
ceive all that Variety of Objects which now can- 
mot, without feveral diftinét Organs, and fucceffive 
Aétions and Paffions, reach our Senfe, From th@ 
fupertative Tenuity and Claritude of our Bodies, 
will arife that imeffable Delicacy in the Senfation of 
the Soul, which will tranfport it with Delights in- 
finitely tranfcending the Height of Mortal Volup- 
cuouinefs ; 
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tuoufnefs Bayar nd even thofe more exalted Plea- 
fures. which the Virtuous fometimes. enjoy here on 
Earth, as bat Ne of their future Beatitude in 
Hea aven. we here excites byt an ordinary Emotion 
of Joy in the Soul will there produce all Kaptures 
and Hefafies. We fhall be always in Paroxifms of 
Love, fuchare the tranfcending ‘Beauties of that ad- 
mirable Place! and fuch the divinely amorous Bent 
of the Soul! We fhall be always languifbing, yet 
ever enjoying what we languifh for ; neither fuf+ 
serine § the leaft Pain through the Want of F ruition, 
not through any Sattety that fhall attend it; but’ 
through the Vigour of an lm ymortal Aétivity, we 


fhall have ever frefh Défires and new: Enjoy- 
ments, being diffolved: in a. Circle.of Beatitudes 
without Meafure or. End. 

Hete on Earth Men generally ftrive tosnonopolize 
Pleafure to themfelves, there being few of fo ge- 
nerous. a. Temper as to be fenfibly touched with 
Delight, that another fhould partake with them 
in that which they efteem Pela This is the pe- 

culiar. Advantage of the Bleffed in, Heaven,. that 
even in. the Height of. the Affairs of inimortal 
Love and.Empire, .where they pofiefs eternal 
Saale and unfading Beauties, there is no fuch 
Thing. to be found as a Rival or Competitor, but 
every “one’s Foy 1s enhanced: by the. Enjoyments of 
another... Every .one...loues all, and oil love every 
oné.., Neither woule, their Felicity be perfect, 
could any Member.of that happy, Society be iup- 
Jofed. not to hav vé his: full Proportion and Share of 

atitudes.... So. communicative is the Love and 
Joy of hele. ‘holy Souls, that they muft ceafe to 
‘ | enjoy themfelves, .fhould they defiit from 
foving and rejoicing. in, the Happineis of thetr 
Fellow Citizens, And if we may take our Mea- 
tures of their Joys from our common Experiences 
h, it will be no fmall Augmentation of 
their Complacency, te find thofe very Frienajfhtps 
which 


































































55] 
which they had contraéied bere below, tranflated to. 
the Manfions above, when they fhall both fee and 
know thofe whom they once loved on Earth, now 
to be made Denizens with them in Heaven, with 
what Ardours will they carefs one another ! With 
what Tranfports of divine Affection will they mu 
tually embrace, and vent ‘thofe innocent fakaies: 
which had fo long lain fmothering in the Grave t 
How paffionately rhetorical and elegant will their 
Expreffions be, when their Sentiments which Death 
had frozen up, when he congeal’d their Blood, 
fhall now be thawed again in the warm Airs of 
Paradife! ike Menthat have efcaped a common 
Shipwreck and fwim fat fe to the Shore, they will 
congratulate each other’s Happinefs with Joy and 
Wonder. ‘Lbeir firft Addreffes wili be a Dialect of 
Interjettions, and fhort Periods, the moft pathetick 
Language of Surprize and high-wrought Foy! 
And all their After-converfe, even to Eternity, 
will be couched in the higheft Spirits and Flowers 
of heavenly Oratory, with. Hallelujabs intermixed: 
[te much /weetens the Thoughts of Heaven’ to me, 
to remember that a Multitude of my Friends are 
already gone thither; to think fuch a Friend that 
died‘at'fuch a Time, and fuch a oné at ane 
Time .Ob! what a Numb er of them could T name, 
and that all thefe I fhail meet again. It is true) zizs 
Queftion with fe fome, whether we foall know ¢ each other 
in Heaven, or no? but ’tis none with me for 
lurely there fhall no Knowledge’ceafe which now 
we have, but o only that which implies our ‘Imper- 
fection, and what Imperfection can thisimply ? In- 
deed, we fhall not know each other after‘the Flefo, 
nor by Stature, Voice, Colour, or outward Shape 3 
nor by Terms of Affinity, and Confanguinity}, nor 
by Youth or Ag Cy 8r, L think, by Sex ; but bythe 
Image of € “hrift and Spiritual Relation; beyond 
Doubt,we fhall know, and be known: Nor is it only 
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my old Friends, fuchas Effex, Ruffel, Syduey, &e. 
that I fhall knowin Heaven; but all the Saints of all 
Ages, whofe Faces in the Flefh [never faw. Lu- 
ther, his laft Sicknefs, being afked his Judg- 
ment, Whether we fhall know one. another in 
Heaven? anfwered thus, Quid accidit Adamo ? 
nunguam ille viderat Evam,&c. i. e. ow was it with 
Adam ? He had never feen Eve, yet he afks not 
who fhe was,. or whence fhe came ;. but fays, She 
is Flefb of my Flefh, and Bone of my Bone. And 
how knew he that ? Why, being indued with the 
true Knowledge of God, he fo pronounced ; after 
the fame fort fhall we be renewed by Chrift in an- 
other Life ; and we fhall know our Parents, 
Wives, Children, &c. much more perfeétly than 
Adam then knew Eve. In Heaven we fhall 
not only fee our Elder, Brother Chrift, but all our 
Kindred and Friends, that living here in. his Fear, 
died in his Favour ; for fince our Saviour tells us, 
that the Children of the Refurrection fhall be 
icayyeAros, cqual to *, or like the Angels, who yet, 
in the Vificns of Daniel and St. Fobn, appear to be 
acquainted with each other, fince in the Parable of 
the miferable Epicure, and the happy Beggar, the 
Father of the Faithful is reprefented as knowing 
not only the Perfon‘and prefent Condition, but the 
paft Story of Lazarus : Since the Inftructor of the 
Gentiles confidently expects his converted and pious 
Theffalonians ta be his Crown at that Great Day: 
Since thefe Arguments, befides divers others, are 
afforded us by the Scripture, we may fafely con- 
clude that we fhall know each other in .a Place 
where, fince nothing requifite to Happinefs can be 
wanting, we may well fuppofe that we ihall not want 
fo great a Satisfaction as that of being certatmly 
happy in our other felves, our kriends, 
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‘Thus far we may venture to fpeak of the lo 
Degrees of coeleftial Beatitude, the mutual Love 
ana Entertainment of the Bleffed. But who has 
ever aaa to the hicheft Scale of heavenly 
Blifs ? Let him come down and tell us the Mytfte- 
ries wrapt up i in a Clouds is, the Secrets hid within the 
Veil of innacceffible Light ! Let him defcribe the 
Wonders of the beatific V ifion, and fay how deep 
the Rivers of Pleafure are, which run by God’s 
Right Hand for evermore! For my Part, I muft 
confefs, I am loftin that Abyfs of Wonders, and 
therefore modeftly withdraw my Pen to Subjects 
more domeftick, and within our Reach ; and yet even 
here I. fhall but pafs from one Aby/s to another, 
fince every Thing has a Depth in it not to be 
fathomed by our weightieft Senfe, or moft folid 
Reafon. 

I have often tried to qe into the Profundities 
of Death, but ftill I find "my Intelle& too light a 
Plummet; and the whole Thread of Life, t though 
fpun out in fineft Speculations, would ftill prove 
far too fhort to reach that endlefs Bottom. 

*Tis true, there have been Men that have tried, 
even 7 Death itfalf, to relifh and tafte 1t, and who 
have bent their utmoft Faculties of Mind to dif- 
cover what this Paffage is; but they are none of 
them come back to tell us the News, 


mianeimene NN one was ever known to wake, 
Who once in Death's cold Arms a Nap did take. 
Lucret. Lib. iil 


Canius Julius being, condemned by that Bea 
Caligula, as he was going to receive the Stroke of 
the Executioner, was asked by a Philofopber, Well, 
Canius, faid fet whereabout is your Soul now ? 
What is fe doing ? a hat are you thinking of ? 
t was thinking, replied Canius, to keep myself 
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xeady, and the Faculties of my Mind fettled and 
fixed, to try if in this fhort and quick Inftant of 
Death I could perceive the Motion of the Soul when 
the parts from the Body, and whether fhe has any 
Refentment at the Separation, that I may after 
come again to acquaint my Friends with it. 

So that I fancy, there is a certain Way, by which 
fome Men make Trial what Death is, but for my 
own Part, I could never yet find it out. 

f have fometimes thought, what would I give 
for the leafi Glimp/e of that invifible World, which 
the firlt Step I take out of this Body will prefent 
me with, and that there was nothing in the whole 
Difcourfe of Death, that I durft not boldly meet, 
and have therefore often attempted’ to look bine - 
full in the Face, that I might learn to die gene- 
xoufly ; but ftill, when it came to the Pinch,. Coa- 
Science, that makes Cowards of us all, made 
one of me, and I was forced to fhrink back with 
Shame. 

Yet furely the Terror is not fo much. in Death 
ijelf, as in the tragick Pomp that goes before and 
after-it. The tedious Difcipline of Sicknefs, the 
formal Vifits ef Relations and Friends, their me- 
lancholy Chat, the frightful Harangue of the Phy- 
fician, and our own difmal Apprehenfions, compofe 
that horrid Scene which renders Death uncomforta- 
ble. When the poor Patient, that perhaps may 
yet outlive bis Fears of Death, and fee Millions 
drop into the Grave before him, yet dies a thoufand 
Deaths, in his hag-ridden Fancy, and makes 
his Bed his Grave, by the Strength of an abufed 
Tmagination. 

It is only Fancy gives Death thofe hideous 
Shapes we think him in; for indeed, Death is no 
more than a foft and eafy Nothing, or rather MNa- 
tune’; Play-day. | firmly think it is no more to die, 
than to be born; we felt no Pain coming into the 
: World, 
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World, nor fhall we in the Act of leaving it; 
though in the firft, one would believe, there were 
more of Trouble than in the latter ; for we ery com- 
ing into the World, but quietly and calmly leave it. 
What is Death dut a ceafing to be what we were 
before we were; we are kindled and put out 5 to ceafe 
40 be, andnot to begin to be, is the fame Thing. Me- 
thinks it is but the other Day I came into the World, 
and anon I am leaving it; for though 1 am but in my 
thirtieth Year, and at prefeni in perfect Health and 
Strength, yet I look upon myfelf as a Man that has 
one hoot in the Grave already; for David fays, Seven- 
ty is the Age of Man, and I have lived near thirty 
Years of that Time already. The longeft of my De- 
figns now, is not above a Years Extent: I think of 
nothing now but’ending, taking my laft Leave of 
every PlaceI depart from. Alas / there is no fooling 
with Life, when it is once turned beyond thirty. St- 
lence was a full Anfwer of him, that being afked 
what he thought of human Life, faid nothing, 
turned him round and vanifhed. O4! bow Time 
runs away! and we are dead before we have Fime to 
think ourfelves alive. Owe doth but breakfaft here, 
another dine; he that lives longeft does but fups 
we muft all go to Bed in another World, there- 
fore good Night to yon bere, and good Morrow hete- 
after. 

Indeed our whole Life is but one often repeated 
Step to Death, and we are as near it at’ the fir 
Minute of our fetting out, as at a hundred Years 
end; for Death either keeps an even collateral 
Pace with us from our very Birth, or at leaft, he 
marches but one Step bebind us all the Way of our 
Life ; fo that when the appointed Time is come 
for him to execute his Commiffion, he foon can 
reach forth his Hand, arreft us, and ftop our fur- 
ther Journey. Man,-in the Vigour and Prime of 
bis Years, fancies himfelf in the Midft of a .vaft 
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Plain ; he looks behind him, and numbers all the 
weary Steps of Life he hasa ate taken 5 per- 
fuades himilelf, that Death muft alfo meafure the 
fame Space of Years in his Purfuit, before he can 
overtake him; then turning his Eyes before, he 
fees a Doundle/s Trad, an indeterminate Set of Years ; 5 
being thus deluded by the inchanted Profpect, he 
rufhes on, and bids Defiance to pale languid Death, 
Hagin ng he fees him lagging afar off, at the firft 
intrahce of the wide frretched Wafte ; whereas the 
simble Skeleton isas far advanced as he, only keeps 
out of Sight, and will never be feen, till the very 
Moment he gives the fatal Stroke. To whatfoever 
Light Man turns his Face, Death, like his Shadow, 
whips behind him {till, and is at his Back, but never 
will face him till the lateft Gafp ; and he that 
can {toutly bear his Looks for that ohne Moment, 
ihall never fee him more to all Eternity. It is but 
the fear of this one Moment’s Pain, that makes 
our Lives fo uneafy all alone. And I am really 
afhamed of this incorrigible Folly of Mortals, who 
fpend fo many Years in painful Difquifitions, how 
to protract the Pain of one poor Moment, and un- 
dergo ten times more Labour to efcape it, than they 
can ‘pofiibly feel in undergoing it. Tadmire the Re- 
folution of the Indian Wives, who, in Contempt of 
D rath, fcorn to furvive their Husband’s Funeral 
ae but t witha a chafte Zeal, and an undaunted Cou- 
rage, throw themfelves into the Flames, as af they 
were then going tothe Nuptial Bed. Certainly they 
alculate aright, who reckon the Day of our Death 
the Day of our Nativity, fince we are then born 
to the Pofieflion of immortal Life. For this Rea- 
fon, I honour the Memory of Ludovicus Cartefius, 
the Paduan Lawyer, who, in his laft Will and 
T eftament, oraered, that no fad Funeral Rites 
Should be obferved for ns but that his Corpfe 
Should be attended witl 1 Musick and Foy to the 
Grave ; 
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Grave; and as if it were the Day of his Efpoufais, 
he commanded that twelve Suits of gay Apparel 
fhould be provided, inftead of Mourning, for an e~ 
qual number of Virgins, who fhould uther his Bo- 
dy to the Church. 
It will not, 1 hope, be an unpardonable Tranfi- 
tion, if 1 fart back from the melancholy Horrors 
of Death, to the innocent Comforts of human 
Life, and from the immortal Nuptials of this Jéa- 
lian, pafs to the mortal Emblem, the Rites of 
Matrimony, the Happinefs of female Soczety, and 
our Obligations to Women. It is an uncourtly 
Virtue which admits of no Profelytes but Men de- 
voted to Ceelibacy, and he isa Reproach to his Pa- 
rents, who fhuns the Entertainments of Alymen, the 
blifsful Amours of the Fair Sex, without which he 
himfelf had not gained fo much asthe Poft of a Cy- 
pher inthe Numeration of Mankind, though he now 
makes aFigure too much in Nature’s Arithmetick, 
fince he would puta ftop tothe Rule of Maltiplica- 
tion. Weis worfe than Numa Pompilius, who ap- 
pointed buta fet Number of Virgins, and thofe were 
free to marry, after they had guarded ~ the fa- 
cred Fires the. Term of four Years: Whereas if 
his morofe Example were followed, all Women 
fhould turn Veflals againft their Wills, and be con- 
fecrated toa peevi/h Virginity during their Lives. 
I wonder atthe unnatural Fancy of fuch as could 
wifh we might procreate like Trees, as if they 
were afpamed of the AG, without which they had 
never been capable of fuch an extravagant Thought ; 
or like A/phonfus, King of Spain, would correct the 
Inftitutions of Heaven, and fay, Had they been 
prefent with God, when he commanded Adam and 
five to encreafe and multiply, they would have pro- 
pofed a better Method for Generation, . Certainly 
he that created us, and has riveted the Love of Wo- 
men in the very Centre of our Natures, ‘never 
wave 
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gave us thofe paffionate Defires to be our incurable 
Torment, but only as Spurs to our Wit and Vir- 
tue, that by the Dexterity of the one, and the Inte- 
grity of the other, we might merit and gain the 
darling Objeé which fhould confummate our earth- 
ly Happinefs. 

I do not patronize the Smoak of thofe Dunghill- 
Pajfions, who only court the Poffeffions of an Heir~ 
efs, and fall in Love with her Money. his is to 
make a Market of Women, and. proftitute the no- 
bleft Affection of our Souls to the fordid Ends of 
Avarice. Neither do I commend the fofter Aims 
of thofe, who are wedded only to the charming Li- 
neaments of a beautiful Face, a clear Skin, or a well 
fhaped Body. Itis only the Virtue, Difcretion, and 
good Humour of a Woman could ever captivate me, 
and I am bleffed in a Mate, who has her Share both 
of thefe and the other exterior Ornaments. 

I hate the cynical Flout of thofe who can afford 
Women no better Title than xeceffary Evils, and 
the lewd poetical Licence of him who made this 
Anagram, Uxor €@ Orcus— idem. ‘That Orator 
whifpered the Deéirine of Devils, who faid, Were 
it not for the Company of Women, Angels would 
come down and dwell among us. I rather think, 
were it not for fuch ill natured Fellows as he, Wo- 
men themfelves would prove Angels. 

It is an ungrateful Return thus to abufe the gentle 
Sex, who are the Moulds in which all the Race of 
Adam are caf; as if they deferved no better 
Treatment at our Hands than we ufually give to 
Saffron-Bags and Verde-Bottles, which are thrown 
into a Corner when the Wine and Spice are taken 
out of them. The Pagan Poet was little better 
than a Murderer, who allowed but two good Hours 
toa Woman : 
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Toy picy ev Qarcea ray puscey év Devore. 
Unam in Thalamo, alteram in Tumulo. 


For my Part, I fhould efteem the W orld but a 
Defert, were it not for the Society of the Fair Sex ; 
and the moft polifhed Part of Mankind would ap- 
pear but like Hermits in Mafquerade, or a Kind of 
civilized Satyrs ; fo imperfect and unaccomplifhed 
is our Virility, without the Re-union of our /of 
Rib, that fubftantial and integral Part of ourfelves. 
Thofe who are thus disjointed from Women, feem 
to inherit. 4dam’s Dreams, out of which nothing 
can.awake them but the Embraces of their own 
living Image, the fair Traduct of the firft Meta- 
morphofis in the World, tbe Bone converted inte 
Flefo, hey are always in Slumbers and Trances, 
ever feparated from themfelves, in @ wild Purfuit 
of an intolerable Lofs ; nor can any Thing fix their 
volatile Defires, but the powerful Magnetifm of 
fome charming Daughter of Eve. hele are the 
Centres of all our Defires and Wifhes, the true 
Pandora that alone can fatisfy our longing Appe- 
tites, and fillus with Gifts and Bleffings , in them we 
live before we breathe, and when we have taited the 
vital Air, it is but to die an amorous Death, that 
we may live more pleafantly in them again: They 
are ibe Guardians of our Infancy, the Life and Saul 
ef our Youth, the Companions of our riper Years, 
and the Cherifbers of our old Age. From the Cra- 
dle to the Tomb we are wrapt in a Circle of Obli- 
gations to them, for their Love and good Offices ; 
and he is a Monfter in Nature who returns them not 
the Careffes of an znuocent Affection, the fpotlefs 
Sallies of Virtue and Gratitude. Love is the Seoul 
of the World, the vital Prop of the Elements; it 
is the Cement of human, Society, the ftrongeft 
Fence. 
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Fence of Nature; Earth would be a Hell without 
it, neintiee can nee be any Heaven where this is 
abfent. 

Yet lam no Advocate for thofe general Lovers, 
who, not- content to let this active Paffion run within 
the lawful Channel of chaft Marriage, fwell it up 
with irregular Tides, and wanton: Floods of Luft, 
till it wath away the Banks of'Reafon’ and Mora- 
lity ; find out new Paffages and Rivulets, encroach. 
ing on other Men’s Poffeffions, or at leaft dilating 
on the general Watte of the weaker Sex, who ought 
to be as Gardens enclofed, or holy Ground, not to 
be prophaned by the Accefs of every bold Intruder. 

I approve not the inceftuous Mixtures of the 
Chinefe, where the Brother marries the Sifter, or 
next a-kin, nor the fenfual Latitude of the Ma- 
bometans, who allow every Man four Wives, and 
as many Concubines as he can maintain. But above 
all, I deteft the wild and brutal Liberty of that 
Poilofopber, w who, in his Idea of human Happi- 
nefs, conceived a promifcuous Copulation ad Libt- 
tum to be a neceffary Ingredient of our Blifs. 

On the other Side, my Regards to that Sex 
are not circumicribed within fuch narrow Limits, 
as to exclude any from our Converfation and Friend- 
fhip, that, by any warrantable Title, can lay a 
juft Claim to it. IE would have our Commerce with 
Females as general as is their Number that deferve 
it, whofe Knowledge and Virtue will be a fufficient 
erty from criminal Familiari ses, and from the 

Scandals of the World. ‘There are among that 
Sex, as among Men, good and bad, virtuous and 
vicious, and a prudent Man will fo ee his Choice, 
as not to ftain his Reputation, or hazard his Inte- 
erity. Itisno fmall Point of Difcretion, I own, 
to regulate our Friend/hips with Wormer, and to 
walk “evenly on the Borders and very Ri dge of a 
Paffion, whofe next Step is a Precipice of Flames 
not 
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sot kindled from the Altar of Virtues’ However, 
itis not impoffible to conferve Innocence on the 
Frontiers of Vice, there is no Difference of Sex among 
Souls, and a mafculine Spirit may inhabit a Wo- 
man’s Body. It is difengenuous torob Virtue of 
the Advantage it receives from Beauty, which 
makes it appear like Diamonds chaced in Gold, 
and gives it a‘greater Luftre. Rea/on it felf will 
appear morg eloquent in the Mouth of a fair Maid, 
shan in that of the moft florid Orater ; and there 
are no Figures in all the Syftem of Rhetorick fo mo- 
ving and forcible as the peculiar Graces.of that Sex, 
I am.of Opinion that Men can boaft of no Endow- 
ments of the Mind, which Women poffefs not in 
as great, if not a greater Eminency. There have 
been Mufes aswell as Amazons, and no Age or 
Nation but has produced fome Females renowned 
for their Wifdom or Virtue; which makes me 
conclude. that the Converfation of Women is no 
lefs ufual than pleafant, and that the Danger which 
attend their Priendfhips and Commerce, are recom- 
penfed by vaft Advantages. 

But whatever may be adduced againft the Friend- 
foips we contract with Women, thereis not, in all 
the Magazine of Detraéion, any Weapon of Proof 
again{t the niutual Intimacies of our own Sex, the 
generous Endearments of Souls truly mafculine and 
vertuous, united by Sympathies and Magnets, whofe 
Root is in Heaven. No Panegyricks can reach the 
Worth of thefe divine Engagements, fince they ad- 
mit not of any Mediocrity, but derive their Value 
only from ibeir Excefs. 1 have been always flow 
and catitious in contracting Amities, left 1 fheuld 
run the Rifk of his Miftake, who, while he thought 
1¢ had an Angel by the Hand, held the Devil by 
the’ Foot: But where Ihave once pitched my Af- 
fection, I love without Referve or Rule. I never 


entertain without Sufpicion the: warm Profefions of 
K Love 
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Love which fome Men are apt to make at firft 
Sight ; fuch Mufbroom-Friendjbips have no deep 
Root, and therefore moft commonly wither as foon 
as they are formed. Yet 1 deny not but that there 
are fome fecret Marks and Signatures, .which Souls 
ordained for Love and Friendfhip can read in each 
other at a Glance, by which that noole Paffion is 
excited, that afterwards difplays itfelf in more ap- 
parent Characters. This is the filent Language of 
Platonick Love, wherein the Eye fupplies the Office 


‘of the Tongue 3 7 15 the Rhetorick of amorous Spt- 


yits, wherein they make their Court without a 
Word. There are fome lafting Friendfhips which 
owe their Birth. to fuch an Interview, but *their 
Growth and Faftnefs proceeds from other Circum- 
ftances, being cherifhed by frequent Converfation, 
repeated good Offices, and an inviolate Fidelity, 
which are the only proper and fubftantial Aliment’ 
of Love. It is impoffible to fix a durable Friend- 
fhip where-ever we place a tranfient Inclination, be- 
caufe of the infuperable Neceffities which divide 
particular Men from each other’s Commerce or 
Knowledge, after they have begun to love. In 
the Orb of this Life Men are like the Planets, which 
now and then caft friendly Afpeéts on each other 
en Paffant : But following the Motions of the greater 
Sphere of Providence, they are again feparated, 
their Influences diffolved, and new Amours com- 
menc’d; but I would have my Friendfhip refem- 
ble the fixed Stars and Conftellations, who, in the 
eternal Revolution, never part Company or In- 
teretts. 

I have ever looked on thofe Men to be but one 
Step different from Beafis, whofe Love is confined 
only to their own Families or Kindred. Such a 
narrow Affection deferves not to be rank’d in the 
Predicament of Humanity. My Love is commu- 
Hicative, it makes a large Progrefs, and extends 
, % itfeif 
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itfelf to Strangers ; it takes in Men of different 
Hiumours and Complexions, Cuftoms, and Lan- 
guages, it refufes none that have the Face of Men ; 
but with wide opened Arms embraces all that bear 
the Stamp of human Nature. And I have this, 
peculiar in my Temper, that 1 find not the leaft Re- 
Juctancy in loving and doing Good to my Enemies. 
That which cofts others fo much Labour and Toil 
to perfuade themfelves to, is to me as familiar and 
ealy, as to leugh at a ridiculous Objeét, and I 
efteem it not fo properly a Virtue in myfelf, 
as a Giit of Nature, the Effect of my Confti- 
tution. 

Yet Icannot pretend to fuch an aniverfalized 
Spirit, as to be without my Aniipathies. Lefteem 
Hatred to be as neceffary and allowable a Paffionas 
Love, provided it be exercifed on its proper Ob- 
jects; fince as the one faftens us to thofe Things 
which procure our Happinefs, fo the other {natches 
us from what would be the Caufe of our Mifery. 
I obferve, that thefe contrary Faculties are inherent 
in all Creatures ; neither could the Creation fubfift, 
were it not for the Difcords as well as the Agree- 
mentsof the Elements, The whole Univerte fub- 
fifts by the Oppofition of its Parts, and the Epi- 
tome of it, our. Microco{m, is preferved by its, 
intefiine Divifions: So that I cannot apprehend a 
more immediate Way for the fupreme Architect to 
overthrow his Works, than by diffufing that Ne- 
panthe through the Elements, which .fhould com- 
pofe their Quarrels ; for they would no fooner ceafe 
to hate their Contraries, but they would alfo defitt 
from loving themfelves; and having thus loft 
the Cement which: faftens them together in this 
exquifite Order, they muft neceffarily return to 
their primitive Chaos, out of which they were 
extracted, 
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However, I will not, from thefe immocenr rrauds 
of inanimate Creatures, ‘draw Arguments to coun- 
tenance in myfelf a Hatred which is criminal, be- 
ing affured that, among thofe various Averf Ons 
which moleft the Quiet of Men, there is hardly 
one which is not againft Reafon or Morality. Every 
Creature bears in its Effence the Stamp of infinite 
Goodnefs ; and it were grofs Impiety to calumniate 
any of thofe Works on which God himfelf has be- 
{towed an univerfal Panegyrick, when he pro- 
nounced them all to be Good. They are all lovely 
in their Order, and thofe which -{quamifh Fan- 
cies efteem the moft odious, have Qualities which 
claim our Love and Admiration. Thofe venemous 
Creatures which we fhun, as the inveterate Enemies 
of our Race, deferve our Careffes inftead of our 
Spight, fince the Service they afford us, equals the 
Hurt we receive from them, and the moft effica- 
cious Medicines are femetimes compounded of the 
jierceft Poifons. In ftrict fpeaking, the Devels 
che emfelves are not the Object of my Hatred, ac- 
cording to their Effence, though they are fo by 
the Mali ce of their Will. They ftill retain their 
natural Perfettions, and the Goodnefs of their 
Effence remains the fame as it was before their 
all. Their Vigour, Beauty, and intelleétual Ac- 
complifhments, have fuffeted no Detriment from 
the Depravity of their AffeGtions; but remain 
untouched, as when they /bone among the Hierarchies 
above ; and though God detefts and punithes 
them for their Crimes, yet he himfelf loves and 
male es their Effence. ‘There’is nothing therefore 
in AZeaven, Earth, or Heil, but Sin, that deferves 
our Hatred ; with all Things elfe we may be en- 
amoured ; and we ought to hate this Monfter fo 
much the ‘more, in tRat by difordering our Nature, 
ut has planted in us thofe Antipathies and Averfions 
which 





































which make us peevith at the Works of God, and 
hate thofe Things which we ought to love. 

But among all the Species of Hatred, 1 tremble at 
that which is exercifed againft our own Race, be- 
caufe I find none’fo violent, none fo inexorable, as 
one Man againft another. They are not content 
with the moft furious Sallies of this Paffion during 
their rie but to confummate the Height of their 
Malice, they willingly involve themfelvesin Death. 
With -treus they take Delight in their own Ruin, 
provided Thyeffes may be crufhed in it too. Nay, 
this Paffion is zmmortal, and defcends into the very 
Grave. The Antipathies of Eteocles and Polenius 
were tranflated to the other World, their Hatred 
furvived their Breath, it \ived in their Afhes, and 
would not fuffer their divided Flames to mixin 
the fame Funeral Pile. Above all, I abhor the 
Italians inflexible Cruelty, who bequeath their Ha- 
tred as an Inheritance to their Children, adjuting 
them to eternal Enmity, with Curfes on fuch of 
their Off-fpring: as fhall ever make Peace with 
their Foes. 

I quarrel not with that Logick by which we call 
a Toad venemous. It would prove but a thin 
Sopbiftry, that fhould impofe on us the Safety of 
the Experiment 3 and I doubt our beft AZetapby- 
ficks would make but a weak Antidote againft the 
Force of its Poifon, I am not fond of guibbdling 
myfelf into fo dangerous an Abfurdity, under the 
Protection of a refined Theory, whofe Practice 
would-convince me of a foolifh Madnefs, and that 
I were neither good Philofopher nor Divine. Yet 
I cannot fay, 1 hate even this Crea ature, which 1s 
become the Proverb of ‘human Hatred ; For as 
much as it carries with it, in its Life and Motion, 
the Character and Impreffion of ‘a divine Artificer s 
efpecially for this Reafon, that we have no Caufe 
to believe it ever finned, and confequently there- 
upan 
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upon maintains and performs the End and Defign 
of its Creation, which, though it be in atlower 
Sphere, ;has this Prerogative beyond Mankind, that 
it never yet tranfgrefied the Rules, nor violated the 
Laws of its Maker. Nor can't imagine whence out 
Reflections-upon fuch Creatures fhould arife, but 
from a miftaken Knowledge of ourfelves, and a 
perfect Ignorance of the Nature of all Things be- 
fide. ~It is under the Prejudice of Education, and 
the prevailing Influence of Cuftom that we labour, 
and to which we owe the greateft and moft detefted 
Errors of, our Life.. Have not fome People lived 
upon that, and delicioufly too, that is another Man’s 
Poifon? Did not M@thridates take Poifon, till the 
ftrongeft Confection of that Kind would not do his 
Bufinefs when he wanted it ?. It is to that we are to 
afcribe the Mifchiefs of human:Life ; for if we 
could once forfake the fal/e Guide we have been ufed 


‘to, and confult our own Reafon, there is nothing 


would feem itrange to us, nothing uneafy, nothing, 
dreadful, | Therefore, -after L have alittle defcanted 
upon this Subject, in order to rectify our Judg- 
ments, .and reform our, Practices, I fhall’crofs the 


Cudgels, and endthis Difcourfe. 


it is impoffible fully to fet forth the large Do- 
jminion and uncontroulable Power of,,Cuffom and 
common U/age, together with the vaft and long Se- 
vies of Difficulties and Miftakes, we lie liable and ex- 
pofed to upon that Account. Itis the, Matter of, 
the Boat, and coins Words. and Names, for Things 
according to its own Pleafure; fometimes not at all 
exprefiive of the Nature of the Thing . intended, 
which have no further Signification than what they 
obtain by repeated Ufe and Frequency. We know 
very well that nothing in its own Nature is acez- 
dental, and in tefpect of the fupreme Author, all 
Things are regular and defigned; but in Reference 
tous, whofe purblind Reafen can reach no deeper 
than 

































[7t ] 
than the Outfide, whofe’ Sight is not fharp énough 
to dive and penetrate into the Caufes of Things, 
many Things prove fortuitous. When. Events 
{firange and unexpected fall out, fuch as we had nor 
the leaft Apprehenfion or Sufpicion of beforehand, 
we call it Chance and Accident ; but the Mifery is, 
we terminate there, and never look to the Hand 
that ordered it. We attribute that to Fortune, 
which is the Effect of a wife and fkilful Agent. 
When our Expectations are baulked, and our Aims 
fruftrated, we cry it was done by Chance, and think 
that is all, whereas we ought to confider, that 
God oftentimes delights to make our Wifdom Fool- 
ifonefs, and thereby gives-us Caution not to truft 
our own Forefight ; fince the Events of all Things 
are in. his Power, and at his Difpofal. He willbe 
eyed in bis Providence, and make Men know that 
the Succefs of all their Undertakings is at his Dif- 
cretion; that he is the fole Governor of the 
World ; that he will be fought unto for his Blefs- 
ing, and that we muft wait his Pleafure, and afcribe 
the Glory: of all to him.. But this ought not te 
encourage us ina fupine and flethful Negligence, 
that becaufe God does all Things according to the 
good Pleafure of his Will, we have nothing to do, 
but expect he fhould bring Things about for Ad- 
vantage and Satisfaction.» For though Grace loves 
to magnify itfelf in the weak, and exerts its Efficacy 
in mean and contemptible Subjeéts, yet that is no 
Ground for'us to ftand idle, or fit whining and be- 
wailing -our .Misfortunes, and think God thould 
bear our Burden himfelf. No, thefe remarkable 
Efforts of the divine Power are to encourage our 
Stedfaftnefs, and confirm us in the Belief-of its un- 
doubted Prefence, when our Defigns and Endea- 
vours are conformable. Jt is impertinent and ri- 
diculous to.expeét Relief from others, when we are 
wholly unactive to procure it ourfelves. Weought 
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to make ufe of the beft Means he affords us, and 
then, refigning ourfelves up to him, attend the 
Succefs. If it be according to our Defires, we 
muft gratefully acknowledge, and thank him for 
it: If contrary, we muft in all Humility fubmit, 
confeffing his Wifdom infinitely to exceed ours, and 
that he knows what is better for us than we our- 
felves. This is what Divinity teaches us, and 
could we be inftructed by it, might greatly 
advance our Peace and Tranquility in this 
World. 

Thisis a Strain of Prudence, I know, Mankind 
can hardly be fkrewed up to. The Infirmity of 
human Nature is fuch, that every Shock of un- 
expected Adverfity makes: it ftagger. We are 
ready to turn Recreants, and yield the Day to 
every puny Evil that, unlooked for, attacks us. 
It is well if we can fupport ourSpirits, and preferve 
our Courage, againft a fore-feen Danger 3. but to 
be furprifed by a Misfortune, is to be overcome. 1 
am of:Opinion, the Combat would not be difficult, 
nor the Viéiory uncertain, were we but better ac- 
quainted with ourfelves, and knew our own 
Strength, and how to apply ourfelves to the Work. 
Some torment themfelves with difraéting Appre- 
henfions afore-hand, and doubly poffels their Mifery 
in Reality, and Fazcy ; others immediately fink 
under the Weight, as foonas they feel it on their 
Shoulders ; others fly out into Defparr, as if the 
World were at an End, and they were never to 
fee a good Day again. For my Part, as 1 cannot 
altogether boat of In/enfibility under my Afflictions 
at prefent, fo neither can 1 complain: of being too 
apprebenfive of them at a diftance : 1 cam fee the 
Cloud gathering, without much Confleruation; and 
comfort myfelf with this, that perhaps fome Wind 
or other may blow it away ; or, Iam not infallibly 
fure it fhall break on. my Head: I “fall, have 
enough 
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enough of it whenever it comes, and do not fo 
much provide to avoid it, as confider of what Im- 
portance it may be, whether I efcape it or no. 
Perhaps it is my Fault; but I am willing to in: 
dulge it. I haveno other Means. I confider it 
without too much Concern, J approach it without 
Horror. J bring it home to my/e/f, and treat with 
it as prefent, when perhaps it may never come to 
pafs. IT inure myfelf to it, and harden myfelf in 
it; by which Means it becomes familiar to me ; 
that when it overtakes me, I claim Acquaintance 
withit, This dulls the Edge, and blunts the Sting 
of an Affliction, which otherwife, it may be, I 
fhould never be able to /u/tain. 

But let us examine Reafon, and fee what Arms 
fhe can furnifh us with, for our Defence againft 
thefe violent Affaults. She would, in a great 
Meafure, do our Bufinefs for us, could we take ber 
Advice, and were there not private Enemies with- 
in, that compel us to furrender before we try our 
Streneth. If our Paffions were difarmed and fub- 
dued, and brought into Obedience to Rea/fon, we 
might maintain our Ground with lefs Difficulty, 
and bid Defiance to Fortune. This ought tobe the 
Subjeé# of our Courage. In this we fhall appear 
more than Conquerors. Let us {top thefe Beginnings, 
and our Bufinefs is foon done. Nothing in Na- 
ture-can be more tumultuous and irregular than 
our own Paffions, And with what Face can any 
Man pretend to withftand the fudden and violent 
Attempts of Fortune, that has no Guard againit 
the inward and unruly Motions of his own Soul ? 
Whither do we fee fome People hurried, by the 
precipitate Streams of Anger, Love, Hatred, &c. 
even upon a bare Apprehenfion and Jealoufly,with- 
out the leaft Difcovery of Caufe or Motive? I 
have feen the accidental breaking of a Gla/s, the 
Lofs of a Groat, tranfport fome to fuch a Cee 
that 





MEM FMA Bh! ACY 


Soe? 


[ 74 ] 


that they could hardly compofe and recover them- 
felves for /ix Hours after. They fall foul upon all, 
without Diftinction ; all Company muft be difturb- 
ed where-ever they come, itis impoffible to give 
a calm uninterrupted Anfwer to any Thing that is 
afked them. They ftamp, ftare, burn, rave, fret, 
roar, asif the Day of ‘Fudgment was at hand, and they 
were a going Quickto Pluto. Wherefore do you 
wring your Hands ? Why are thofe Tears ? Why 
look you fo difcontented? You have loft your 
beft Friend. A’ dear Relation. You are afraid 
you fhall be poor. The Wheel is come upon you. 
Youcannot fee how your Eftate will hold out, and 
know not how to live when that is gone, Poor 
Wretch ! .The plain Truth ts, you have loft your 
Reafon. Whatis become of your Religion, your 
Faith, your Confidence? Is this the Upfhot of all 
your Lall of relying on Providence, of trufting God? 
Do you not delye yourfelves? Is he notable? Is he 
not willing ? Why are you not calm? Why are you 
not gaiet? They may talk as long as they pleafe,; 
but it muft be fomewhat more than a few fine 
Words, and pathetical Expreffions, that nauft con- 
vince me of the Sincerity of their Profeffion, who 
diftruft Providence upon every flender Occafion. 
Are not thofe brave Men, think you? Grace de- 
lights to accompany a vigorous and active Soul, 
and carries it outto perform Atchievements beyond 
its own Strength, and above its Hopes ; but unlefs 
our Endeavours comport with our Words, Provi- 
dence difdains us as unworthy of his Care. What 
does that Soldier deferve that brags of fingly con- 
quering whole Armies, and turns his Back at the 
firft Charge, nay, runs away perhaps before the 
Enemy is in view, through a flavith Defpair of his 
wn Ability to refitt? Our whole Life is a Warfare. 
We have many Adverfaries toencounter ; fome face 
us in the open Field, and give us Leifure to prepare, 
an 
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and require a fixed and determinate Refolution to 
oppofethem. Some furprize us between the Hedge 
and the Ditch, .as they fay, and expect we fhould 
be perpetually armed, and upon our Watch. Thefe 
are Trials {ent on purpofe to evidence our Con+ 
{tancy 3 andif we bear up manfully, our Courage 
fhall be feconded and fortified with an Almighty 
Affiftance ; yet it is a common Obfervation, that 
none are more apt to repine than: fuch whofe 
Tongues. can rum nimbly in Matters of this: Nae 
ture. 

To whatPurpofe then; fhould wetorment ourfelvés 
and.others? Andfeeing we are unable to govern! our 
felves, or our Affairs, why do we not deliver up 
ourfelves to the Condué? of him who governs the 
World ?; Why do we macerate our Souls and Bot 
dies, when our vain Imaginationsybecome fucceff- 
lefs, and ineffectual? Since there isa »wife:oand 
intelligent Moderator, who will. bring Things 
about according to'the Methods:of his own: /#per- 
lative Wifdom, in Defiance of human Graft and 
Policy... Wemay lay the: Scheme of our Affairs:as 
rationally as wevcan devife, and back it with: oun 
utmoft Power and» Diligence,,.and: then we: have 
fatisfied our Office, and done our Duty; for in 
fpite of all, the Z/fue and Refult of all muft finally 
and arbitrarily depend upon the abiolute Will’ and 
Pleafure of another. 

I am perfuaded, Cuftom and. Example lead us 
ito more Errors and Miftakes than any Thing 
befide. I find we fubmit to them with great Eafe 
and little Reluétance ; nay, and. think ourfelves 
very excufable invall the Slips we make, when we 
follow that Guide. Our very Difpofitions, me- 
thinks, and natural Inclinations, are fubdued by 
them); and; in many Things drawn to a Compli- 
ance, evenagainft their own Biafs, They babituate 
usito Actions, however ungrateful and difrelifhing 
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at their firft Appearance, and affift us to perform 
them with Smoothne/s and Factlity,. J find the Path 
vugeed when Iam out.of my ufual Way, and we 
are contented.to jogg on quietly in a wrong Road, 
rather than put ourfelves to the Trouble of finding 
out the Right. Itis dbruti/> and unmanly not to 
examine what we do, -and to be able to give no bet- 
ter Account of our Actions, than that it is the 
Cuftom of the Place. To what Purpofe ferve our 
rational and <difcerning. Faculties, if we fufpend 
their Exercife, and not fuffer them to have their 
Play, in their natural and proper Velitations ? Why 
fhould we debafe our own Judgments by a flavifh 
Submiffion to;common Ufage, I then fruftrate the 
End of my Being ; for-one of the main Bufineffes 
T have bere, is to acquire the Knowledge of my/felf. 
And it is formy-own Actions T fhall‘be immediate- 
ly accountable, and not thofe of other Men. £x- 
ample, 1 confefs, may be of great Ufe, but then ic 
muft be managed according to Difcretion. It may 
ferve'as a Caution, but never as a Rule: It may be 
admitted into Council, but not entrufted with: the 
Government. It may prove an excellent Monitor, 
but avery wretched Dzéator.. Nor when thus 
qualified and circumfcribed, can at be of any Ad- 
vantage to us, without a previous Knowledge and 
Underttanding of ourfelves. It is the wife Man 
only, that knows his own Strength, that fhall ufe 
it with Succefs... And as fuch an.one has lefs Need 
of it, fo he fhall be further removed from ‘its in- 
finuating and ufurping Dominion. 

I would therefore begin firft with my/e/f, ranfack 
my own Soul, and. exactly know its Frame and 
Conititution. I would muffer my own Forces firft, 
and dive into the Truth of Things, and put my 
Underftanding upon the Exercife of. its Function, 
and give my Judgment its full Swing. Truth fhall 
be 
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be the Subje&t of my Di/quifition, - and the'End of 
my Lnquiry. 

If we look into the Bebaviour and Practice of 
moft Men,’ we fhall find Fancy to have the 4/cend- 
ant over them ; the Dread of not fucceeding fhakes 
their Refolutions ; they are timorous and inconjftant, 
becaufe they neither- know them/elves, nor what 
they would -be-at.. Every unfufpected Danger 
{cares them: out of their Wits; they create Méon- 
fiers intheir own Brains, and fuppofing them above 
their Strength to refift, they flavifbly refign the 
little Reafon they would feem to be Majflers of; to 
every uncommon Evil, not knowing how to with- 
ftand or avoid it.’ It behoves mé then to examine 
the Tendency of my own Defires, and fee whether 
any Thing jubfantial hath affected my Mind. 
Hath any Man met with any Thing that gives him 
a full and compleat Satisfaction ? Or does. he not 
find his Paffions and Appetite to encreafe upon 
him, and require fomewhat more’ even in the very 
Poffeffion and Enjoyments of their Objects? We 
penetrate no‘deeper than the Surface, and acquiefce, 
in a fuperficial Glance. We ought therefore to 
come out of the Dark, that we may fee to walk 
in the Light. “We mutt aulearn what we think we 
know, to be taught what we ought to know. The 
jurft Advance towards Wifdom is to renounce our 
folly, . Our Minds can never be’ filled with found 
and wholefome Knowledge, until they are firft dif- 
poffefied of their Prejudices. 

[hate to hear People cry out, Why cannot Ido 
thus and thas ?: Why cannot ‘manage an Affair 
like this or that Man ? I will tell you 3 becaufe 
you are a Fool, and donot know yourfelf, becaufe 
you cannot be contented as you are: Uneafinefs 
and Diffatisfaction tinder a Man’s prefent Condi- 
tion, is an affured and manifeft Proof he would 
carry himfelf as anbandfomely in another. Nature 
and 
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-and, Providence hath defigned every Man his Taf, 


and that which is moft /uitable to him. He that 
cannot govern a Sculler, would make an improper 
Commander of a Man. of War. lt. would, I pro- 
fefs,. make a Man laugh, till he expires, to come 
into a Coffee-boufe, and behold a, Pack.of Cits prating 
of Politicks and State-Matters, as if they were all 
Machiavels and Mazarines. Wad I been the King, 
fays one, that-has not Wit enough to. commend him 
for a Rat-catcher, 1 would have done thus. Had 
I been in Council, cries another, 1 would never 
have.advited that... Ye doating Coxcombs! Why do 
yenot regulate your Families ? Why.do you fuffer 
your Wives to wear.the Breeches 2? Why do your 
Daughters run away. with, the Bullies, and your 
Apprentices get to: Bed to their Mijfiveffes ?. Amend 
yourfelves firit, correct your domeftick Exorbitancies, 
exemplify. your Prudence in rectifying, your, private 
Affairs, deal faithfully in. your ‘Trades, and. become 
honeft. Men, and then you. fhall. have Leave. to 
prate. I have often confidered with myfelf, what 
thould be the Reafon Men are fo often difappointed 
of their Ends, and baulked in their Hopes.: They 
undertake more than they can anfwer for, and, by 
a ridiculous Prefumption, enter upon Bufinefs they 
can never accomplith... It is Ignorance that is the, 
Ground of all our Mifcarriages, and Pride puts us 
upon Attempts too weighty for our Shoulders ; they 
are, Twin- Sifters, and. the latter is a natural Com- 
panion of the former.. We have every one of us, 
within our own proper Sphere, more Work cut out 
than we know well how to. affect ; which one Con- 
fideration, could. it but duly, take Place, would-be 
of Force enough. to difcourage us from loading 
our Shoulders with unneceffary Burthens. 

I am confident. nothing more betrays the Weak- 
nefs and Iufrmity of human Nature, than Impatience 


under our preient Circumftances, and a bufly Curi- 
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ofity of prying into the Affairs of others.. It. is 
the Employment of a weak Underftanding, and a 
Soul wholly unacquainted with itfelf, to be impe- 
tuoufly hurried, with a Defire after Things altoge- 
ther beyond our proper Province. Surely Nature 
hath better provided for us than we can for ourfelves, 
and did we but regularly follow her Dictates, we 
fhould not be fo often compelled to our Shifts ; but 
the Mifchief is, we are too much prone to admire 
every Thing we do not poffefs ; a Vanity intolera- 
ble; which, did it not fhroud itfelf under the Co- 
ver of Cuftom, would foon be abhorred and ba- 
nifhed out of the World; but common Praétice is 
become its Advocate, and irrefiftibly pleads its 
Defence in a vulgar Fudicature, Should we not 
think a Neighbour a. little cracked-brained, who 
would entertain us an Hour or two together 
with an exact and accurate Defcription of fome fo- 
reign Country, when all the while he does not know 
the Way to his own Parifh-Church ? Prepofie- 
vous Maduefs! to pretend to know every Thing, 
and yet be totally ignorant of ourfelves. 

[tis enough already that I have lived for others, 
let me at laft return Home, and do fomewhat for 
myfelf: Time flies away, Nature decays, and I 
fhall foon find myfelf moft unfit for the Work, 
when I fhall fland moft in Need of Strength to do 
it. To what Purpofe is it we are fo bufily concerned 
in exotick Affairs, Things neither confiftent with 
our prefent Peace, nor conducive to our future Hap- 
pineis. 

When I take a Review, and give my Mind 
Leave, as fhe would often do, did I not imperti- 
nently. divert her, to.recolleét. her own Thoughts, 
and make a ferious Reflection on the Employments 
and Enjoyments too of her pat Life, good God! 
how full of Vanity, and Inquietude, and Diffatis- 
faction, do they appear? enforcing from me a 
: Subs 
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Subfcription to this fatal Truth, that it is I myfelf 
have prevented my own Happinefs, and by a fenfe- 
lefs Extravagance, and ftupid Self-Ignorance, un- 
dermined the Tranquility of a Life that might have 
been more peaceable, and confequently more plea- 
fant, than the prefent Profpect of any Circum- 
ftances now warrant me to expect. I could now 
almoft hate, and curfe myfelf, for’ my Folly, and 
Self- Love itfelf would juftify my Indignation ; hut 
that is not the Way; Prudence fuggefts ano- 
ther Courfe. Let me therefore at leaft preferve 
what I enjoy, if I cannot recover what I have loft ; 
let. the Confideration of what is paft awaken my 
Diligence for the future.’ We have been Fools;. 
and who has not? Let Wifdom make Amends, 
and cancel the Shame. I have learned at leaft this 
by the Bargain, to know my Diftemper, which 
makes the Cure lefs difficult. There is fomewhat 
of Good to be extraéted from every. Thing, and 
Prefcriptions in Appearance contrary, have eventu- 
ally proved themfelves friendly to Nature. 

To do. our own proper Bufinefs, and to know 

our felves, isthe only important Employment we 
have inthis World. And he that can do the /aé- 
ter, will never be ata lofs in the former. He will 
avoid all fuperfluous Undertakings. He can tell 
how te referm the Extravagance of his Paffions, 
and correct the Impetuofity of an bof Nature. He 
will never be obliged to profecute the Concerns of 
another, while any Thing of his own lies on his 
Hands. Every Thing he engages in fhall be 
brought to Perfection ; becaufe he attempts no more 
than he wuderftands, and is able to accomplifh. 
This Confideration would fix our Thoughts, re- 
{train and bridle our Defires, and limit our Fancies 
within their due Bounds. 

It has ‘been my Obfervation ever fince I~ have 
been acquainted with the World, that moft Men 
are Strays, they are guilty of a perpetual Trepys: 
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[ 31] 
and a Claufum fregit may be charged upon us a//. 
We fee how foolifh and impertinent foever Men or- 
dinarily are, yetthey obferve a Decorum, and puta 
Conftraint upon their Words and Actions, when they 
are in the Company of Perfons reputed wife and 
good ; and an Affront put upon them before /uch, 
will be more highly refented, than if they were all 
of their own Stampand Rank. So fhould we learn 
to be acquainted, and. reverence ourfelves, and 
dare to think or fpeak nothing in our own Pre- 
fence, we fhould be afhamed of before a Solomon or 
a Cato. Let us then for once become our own 
Mafters: Let us confulet ourfelves, and take A dvice 
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ought to have the principal, if not the ouly Con-~ 
currence in all our Attempts. Leave i= 
nefs wholly to her, and you fhall find fhe will 
render the Event at leaft excufable, let it be what 
it will. 

How vain is it thus to foun ourfelves, and follow 
the Multitude | Phat Man muft certainly deferve 
Bedlam, who emp! oys all his Time in examining 
the Eftates of others, and values himfelf for know- 
ing the particular Concerns of the nobleft Families 
of the Nation, when yet heis a Stranger to wha 
pafies under his own Roof, and can never fin i 
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d Lei- 
ture to adjuft his own private eee: my 
Part, Lam afhamed of myfelf, that the little Know- 
ledge I have aa of my own Temper, 
fhould ferve only to fhew the Neceffity I have of 
knowing more. It is difficult for us to arrive at any 
tolerable Information of another’s Humour; and to 
give a juft and regular Eftimate of him, we muft 
follow him clofe, purfue all his Windings and Turn- 
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ings, trace him through all M Variations, Forms, 

and. A pearance s. Thus we muft do with ourfelves, 
nor is the Labour quite io perplexed... Mankind is 
all Labyrinth and Difguife, and never fhews the 
fame Face two Hours together. I know myfelf 
better than all the Men in the World know me, and 
can be more juft and faithful according to Truth, 
in my Judgment and Cenfure. They fet’ up a Rule, 
and try all Complexions and ‘Tempéraments by 
that, wildly, unreafonably, a and uncertainly. I daily 
find them miferably out in their Conjectures of me, 
even thofe who think they beft know me. They 

aay frame a general Air of my Humour, by a fre- 
quent Converfation, but are wonderfully miftaken 
in their Application, as to the Ends, Inducements, 
and Motives of moft of my Actions. 

The moft ftupid Soul that is, will fometimes 
work upon herfelf, review her own Thoughts and 
Inclinations, and would delight to be more con- 
verfant in this Exercife, if we did ‘not interrupt 
her Meditation by the Propofal of external Objects, 
which do not at all concern her. It is the beft Ac- 
quaintance we can have, and would deal more faith- 
fully and wifely in her Advifements, than the beft 
Friend we know upon Earth. It is, Iam cong- 
dent, the Want of this In telligence that occafions 
all the Irregularities and Difordérs we are guzity of. 
Remember to make Reafon and Conference of your 
Party, and you will foon pérceive your Anxiety 
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-and ‘Torment abated, ; “Phen fhould ‘we not only be 


: ina great Meafure happy to. boot ; and 
ight I know, in as higha Degree as himan 
ature is capable of attaining, For the greateft 
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Part of our Felicit iy, as. 1-talveit, in this Life, is 


placed in a due Mani agement of our Afflictions, or 
the intire Dominion and>M lonarchy of Reafon over 
our Paffions. Itisa prejudicate Opinion, begot by 
Example, fomented by Education, and inveterate 
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by Cuftom, which has infected our Minds, and de- 
vocicts our Palates,’ that we can relifh nothing ac- 
cording to its true and natural Jaffe. For the Ob- 
jects we converfe with, have, for the moft Part, an 
indifferent (Inclination to Good or Evil, and operate 
upon us only after the Judgment we make of them. 
We are Majters of every Thing before us, and a 
wife Man hath an admirable Dewterity of drawing 
Sweetne/s from what others call a Calamity; and 
makes all the Injuries of Fortune ferve his Defigns, 
and further his Advancement. They are generally 
Men of -weak Spirits, who are dejected with /dver- 
fity, or exalted with Profperity; and who ‘is either 
Way affected with thefe Things, gives a ftrong Ar- 
gument of his Jmdecility, that he knows not how 
to live agreeable to either Nature or Reajfon. Will 
any Man Gl lory in another Man’s Excellencies, and 
value himfelf becaufe his Neighbour has a Houfe 
better furnifhed than his own? The Cafe is the 
fame. Whatever is inthe Power of Fortune, be- 
longs not to us. We ought no more to be con- 
cerned at her Contempts, than elevated with her. 
Favours. She is a capricious Godde/s, and the 
Frailty of Mankind is the Subject of her Humour. 

She fwells a Bubble with Pride, and breaks it with 
Scorn. Ne trufts her, does but treafure up 
to himfelf an abundant and inexplicable Matter of 
Difcontent and Pe rturbation. 

I could, in fome Fits of contemplative Melan- 
choly, fall afleep as foon in a Church-Yard as on 
my Bed ; and am often fo weary of dull Life, that 
my greateft Delight is in fuch Odjeé?s as {peak 
moft to its Advantage. 

I know that I carry a Ghoft always about me, and 
that I myfelf am a walking Spirit. This T Chought 
allays in me thofe vulgar Fears of the Haunts.and 
Vifits of Speffres; and as Iam not at.all afraid of 

(elf, le apprehenfive of ppari- 
tions : 


myielf, fo [ am very little 
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tions : Nay more, I could with the Communicaisons 
more frequent between vs and the Inbabitants of 
the upper World: Yt would harden our Cbriftian 
Courage, familiarize to us the Thoughts of Separa- 
tion, and create in us a more paffionate Love of 
the Heavenly Country. 

No eager Purfuit, or reftlefs intemperate Defire 
of Wealth or Honour, muft be harboured: by as, 
who are to fix our whole Hopes on another Country s 
and we fhould confefs ourfelves Strangers and Pil- 
grims on this Earth, by the Precepts and Examples 
of all the boly Prophets and Apoftles throughout 
the whole Book of God. To fet any extraordina- 
ry Value'on the World, is to unravel the peculiar 
Principle of Chrifianity, and run retrograde to the 
Steps of the Holy Fe/us. 
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